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FROM THE CLERGY 
 

An Introduction to April’s Magazine 

What a year it has been, and yet God remains faithful!  Covid-19 has caused 
so much destruction and yet today we celebrate how Christ overcame death 
and rose from the grave!  Hallelujah!  And again we say HALLELUJAH!   Let us 
with great joy worship our RISEN LORD.  This is, for us, the most important 
part of the Bible. Scriptures are fulfilled, Christ is recognised as Saviour and 
Redeemer, defeated Satan not even death could hold Him.  HE IS RISEN, HE 
IS ALIVE! Death where is your sting?  And just look at our RESURRECTED King 
…. He is alive and reigns in you! 

Easter Sunday for me, is without doubt, the most joyful day of the year.  Yes, 
it is the end of Lent and the long fast can finally be stopped, but it is about a 
much bigger celebration, and this does not involve chocolate. 

Throughout His time on Earth Jesus prophesised about His death and 
resurrection, knew how those closest to Him would turn from Him and betray 
Him.  Jesus taught about the Coming of The Kingdom of God, live a life we 
can only aspire to be like and preached how through repentance and 
forgiveness we are set free through Christ’s Holy Spirit.  Jesus, our healer, 
gave sight to the blind, healed those with leprosy, set free those possessed 
with demons and gave life back to those who had drawn their last breath. 

Jesus was radical, broke the mould, taught us to love unconditionally, to love 
our neighbour and to do things for others that they cannot do for themselves.  
HE IS ALIVE AND REIGNS WITH HIS FATHER AND HOLY SPIRIT IN ETERNITY. 

That is a lot to take in!  And what exactly was the point of it all?  Why did 
Jesus need to leave all that was perfect, be born as man and live as one of 
us?  To teach, to gather, to influence, to include, to reach the broken, to 
disciple and speak of the Father’s love and forgiveness.  And to let everyone 
know that our Great God has a purpose for their life.  He did all that for us, 
for our salvation, to give us the keys into His Kingdom.  AND CHRIST CHOSE 
TO LIVE ON IN US …..  

This year has been a year like no other in my lifetime, and I really do not want 
another like it.  This disease has single-handedly stopped the world!  Industry 
forced to come screeching to a halt, schools and colleges closed, stock markets 
plummeted, and churches closed their doors.  BUT JESUS STILL LIVES ON …. 

Faith has been put under the microscope and under strain.  Prayer lives have 
altered, some for the better, some, I have no doubt, worsened.  Congregations 
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divided by closures and opinions. Weddings and baptisms have been 
postponed, sadly funerals have increased.  But church has discovered new 
ways of taking part, offering technology and digital experiences, emailed and 
postings, and where would we be without Zoom?  Churches when open have 
new seating plans, have “foggers” and cleaning teams and marshals!  No 
longer are we able to sit in our favourite seats or with our friends and loved 
ones.  People “shielding” from their families and congregation pals.  BUT 
JESUS IS ALIVE!!! 

My ordination last year was a small affair, no processing priests, large family 
groups, bus loads of enthusiastic congregation members, sending parishes 
and new curacy appointments, no photos of celebratory Hoorays!!  And shrieks 
of laughter and hugs of delight.  No choral masses or triumphant choirs.  YET 
CHRIST OVERCAME DEATH! 

Our family, like so many others, has had to endure separation and speaking 
to loved ones through windows and not been able to cwtch!  Ill health, 
infirmity, stroke, bereavement, grieving and separation.  So much pain, so 
much fear when separated during hospitalisation, ill health, and infirmity.  We 
have felt broken and torn apart, but …. JESUS IS WITH US WHATEVER 
HAPPENS 

And He lives in you, He lives on in me.  I will sing of His love, His Beauty, His 
friendship, His protection, His healing, and His unconditional love to my last 
breath, because I know Jesus loves me, was prepared to die on a cross for 
me, spill His precious blood for me.  As He was for you. 

HE IS RISEN!  Buildings may be closed, but this is only temporary.  Jesus 
came for you and for me.  He came to be KING of the poor and the rich alike.  
He was betrayed not only by Judas but by those who were closest to Him, 
those who denied and those who doubted.  AND HIS LOVE REIGNS FOREVER 

Whatever this year has thrown at me, I cling to the cross and the power of 
Christ’s Blood shed for us.  I will celebrate today on this Easter Sunday, that 
Jesus is LORD, through Him and by His Spirit, we will get to know the Father 
and His eternal love.  This year is only one reason of why Jesus left perfection!  
Vaccines are being rolled out and things again are slowly starting to open up.  
We have been given a blank canvas or a new beginning. “Let everything that 
has breath praise the LORD”.  He deserves our praise and recognition, 
HALLELUJAH!!  Let us rejoice in Him as He rejoices over us. 

Celebrate with us all today, JESUS IS ALIVE!! 

 

Martine x 
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Hope & Resurrection Mother Pauline 

Psalm 27:4 

One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the 
house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 
and to seek him in his temple. 

Many years ago, when I was at the 
very beginning of my journey to 
ministry, I had a rather wonderful 
experience.  My parish priest invited 
me to a Taizé service which was to be 
held at Ewenny Priory.  Upon my 
arrival, I remember being in awe of 
the “Ewenny Priory Pulpitum Screen”.  
It is a large glass screen made from 
several glass panels, with an etched 
design of a plain cross at its centre; 
there is a white cloud etched into the 
glass behind the cross, with dozens of 
small blue butterflies surrounding it. I have never forgotten that moment - I 
was completely taken aback by that most historical place, where countless 
worshipers have prayed over the years.  

When I was ordained in 2014, I was determined to have blue butterflies on 
my stole, a large Celtic cross at its centre, and a small Taizé cross.  The Celtic 
cross to remind me of my Welsh roots, the Taizé Cross (which is in the shape 
of a dove) to remind me of my calling, and the blue butterflies to remind me 
of the resurrection.  Butterflies represent the resurrection because the 
caterpillar remains cocooned in a deathlike state, until it finally emerges 
transformed as a beautiful butterfly.  Blue symbolises heaven, eternity and 
truth.  Many faiths and cultures also view the butterfly as a symbol of 
transformation after death. 

We as Christians are a resurrection people, we passionately believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus, who was transformed from his earthly body into his 
glorious body.  We know that on the last day, those who are dead will also be 
raised to life.  We passionately believe that on that day, we shall also be 
transformed from our frail bodies into glorious bodies.  Death has lost its sting.  
The most exciting, good news is that because of the resurrected living Jesus, 
we have the promise of new life, of new beginnings and fresh starts now.  We 
do not have to wait until death to be united with Jesus or to experience what 
it is like to have him beside us.  
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Henri Nouwen in his book “Following Jesus” says that, because of the 
resurrected Jesus, we are always at home.  Because we dwell in the risen 
Christ and he dwells in us, we are always at home with him.  It does not matter 
where we are, how far we travel, what our living conditions are, our true home 
is with Jesus.  We are called to follow him, to rest in his name, and to dwell in 
him, most of all to trust that we are loved. 

As we emerge out of this pandemic, having been cocooned in our homes for 
the last year, slowly embracing a changed world, slowly attempting to spread 
our wings and fly once more, we will face many challenges.  We do not know 
and cannot predict what the future holds for us.  What we do know is this: 
Jesus the living God is with us and walks beside us.  AMEN. 

Mother Pauline 

SS. Mark, Philip and James Fr. Mark Greenaway-Robbins 

Saint Mark the Evangelist | 25 April 

References to a person named Mark — or John Mark — appear quite frequently 
in the New Testament.  Saint Paul mentioned him among his companions in 
the Letter to Philemon.  In the Book of Acts, Mark is described as the cousin 
of Barnabas the Apostle and the son of a wealthy woman of Jerusalem, whose 
house was a meeting-place for the disciples of Jesus.  The Book of Acts also 
says that Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary 
journey, but then decided to turn back.  Paul and Barnabas fell out over Mark’s 
decision; they parted, and Barnabas took Mark with him when he went to 
preach the gospel in Cyprus.  In the First Letter of Peter, the author called 
Mark “my son”; and even if this letter was not written by Peter himself, it 
bears witness to a close association between the Apostle and Mark.  Tradition 
identifies the Mark mentioned in these New Testament passages with the 
author of the Gospel. 

It is generally agreed that Mark’s is the earliest of the four gospels; scholars 
say that it was written around the year 68, probably at Rome.  It was 
contemporary with the Church’s first experience of persecution by the pagan 
authorities of the Roman empire. 

This may explain why, of the four Gospels, Mark’s version has the sharpest 
edge and offers the least comfort.  He was addressing a Church confused by 
the gap between the promise of “the good news” and the reality of 
persecution.  In his account, the disciples are just as blind and 
uncomprehending about Jesus as the pharisees and rulers; they confess that 
he is “the Son of God” but refuse to understand the still greater truth, that the 
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Son of God must suffer and die.  Mark therefore takes great pains to let his 
readers in on the secret, so that Christians experiencing persecution would 
not make the same mistake.  His “good news” is demanding news.  It is 
designed to show that Christians can only share in the glory of the resurrection 
by imitating the same heroic obedience to God which led Jesus to accept death 
on the cross. 

Saint Philip and Saint James Apostles | 1 May 

Philip is named in the first three Gospels whenever they list the twelve 
apostles, but he plays no active role and has no voice in their accounts.  This 
changes in the Fourth Gospel, which presents Philip as a leading figure in the 
circle of disciples.  He was the third person to be specially called by Jesus, and 
he in turn brought his friend Nathanael into the company of the Lord.  In 
John’s account of the feeding of the five thousand, Philip voices doubts felt by 
the other disciples, and his questions set the stage for Jesus to demonstrate 
his power.  Likewise, at the Last Supper, Philip’s remarks help to make the 
Farewell Discourses a teaching dialogue between Master and disciples.  A later 
tradition of the Church says that Philip eventually settled in Asia Minor, where 
he lived to a ripe old age. 

James, the other apostle we commemorate today, is an even more shadowy 
figure.  The Gospels list him as the son of Alphaeus, but he is usually known 
as James “the Less,” to distinguish him from two other disciples of the same 
name.  Mark’s Gospel also mentions James “the Younger,” who watched the 
crucifixion with his mother Mary and the other women; he is traditionally 
identified with the apostle we honour today.  

Philip and James are remembered together because of an accident of 
ecclesiastical history.  In the sixth century, the Church of Rome acquired some 
relics of James and placed them in a reliquary which already held some 
remains of Philip.  This reliquary was placed in a new church, which was 
dedicated jointly to the two Apostles on May first in the year 560. 

From “For All the Saints”, ABC Publishing, 
Toronto: Copyright  2007, General Synod 
of the Anglican Church of Canada. 
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CHURCH LIFE 
Mission and Ministry in the Benefice Deryn McAndrew 

Spring is well on the way now – flowers blooming in the gardens and our 
thoughts turning to spring/summer activities.  You will have seen elsewhere 
in the magazine some articles about gardening in St. Martin’s and St. Ilan’s, 
so lots of plans are being made now to make our grounds more friendly to 
birds, bees and butterflies as well as people.  Similar plans are being made for 
the other two churches.  Please contact Nerys if you would like to help in 
working parties being planned for all of the churches. 

The new Ministry Area (MA) structure is now being put in place, with all the 
new terminology mentioned in the last magazine.  So Fr. Mark is no longer 
our Rector but is now the Ministry Area Leader (MAL), and we have a new Lay 
Chair of what used to be the PCC, and is now the Ministry Area Council (MAC).  
We will all need to be patient with each other when we get confused as to the 
new terminology – but no doubt by this time next year it will all be familiar! 

Our Ministry Area Leadership Team (MALT) has been very busy during the 
past month – running Lent courses and “Stations of the cross” on Zoom, as 
well as digital services on Sundays, and normal bible study.  We have also 
been planning for re-introduction of services at Easter and beyond, and 
information on this is included elsewhere in the magazine.  There has been a 
great deal of discussion on risk assessment of the services, so many of the 
typical elements of Easter and Holy week services have had to be removed, 
or implemented in a different way.  For instance, we cannot do foot washing, 
or venerate the cross, or do a long 3-hour watch on Maundy Thursday.  Nor 
can we all go down to the Cathedral to help bring the oils back.  But we hope 
that you will enjoy what we are able to do safely at this time. 

We are implementing a set of “Development Groups” as part of the MA 
structure – some have been in place for some years, some are just starting 
up, and some are waiting to be transformed from existing activities.  The idea 
here is to bring together people with similar interests and experience so that 
we pool our resources to serve the Ministry Area better. 

The Property Group has been very busy this month – we have now developed 
and submitted faculties for: 

 A memorial stone in the new Garden of remembrance in St Martin’s 
 A replacement surface for the footpath around St Martin’s – tarmac 

instead of the damaged crazy paving 
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 Planting fruiting trees in St. Martin’s, St. Ilan’s and St. Andrew’s as 
part of our eco-church initiatives 

 Removing the dead tree in St Martin’s 

So – watch this space!! 

The Finance group has been busy as well, as we have finalised with our auditor 
the end of year accounts, and prepared to submit these for approval at the 
Ministry Area Council (MAC).  During this coming year, we will be looking at a 
new software package for accounts which is being implemented across the 
diocese as part of the development of Ministry Areas.  This is called MyFund 
Accounting from Data Developments, which has been designed specifically for 
multi-church situations.  There will be much to do this year if we are to 
implement on 1/1/22, as planned. 

The Creation Care group has been established and its first meeting held.  With 
help from “Renew Wales” they have arranged for free energy audits to be 
completed for each of our churches by “Sustainable Communities Wales” and 
are now focusing on our garden spaces.  They are also reviewing our status 
against the “Eco Church” scheme - we would like to get all our churches up to 
silver in this coming year, if we can! 

Although not yet formally established, the Pastoral group has been working 
hard as well.  The Pastoral Visiting team and a new team called the Pastoral 
Telephone team have been working with MALT members to keep in touch with 
everyone on our database of pastoral contacts, and to track instances of our 
contact with them.  In the last 12 months, there have been over 4000 contacts 
made (some by phone, some by e-mail, some by meeting in the street or in 
church).  This database is also used for sending out monthly communications, 
including the magazine, to a list of roughly 300 people.  They are now working 
on building better links to care homes and schools across our Ministry Area. 

Another group not yet formally established is the Liturgy and Worship Group, 
and this has been working hard, getting to grips with technical ways of 
delivering services digitally, as well as developing liturgies for all seasons, and 
normal Sundays.  Through Holy week and Easter alone, they have developed 
about 7 new service booklets, as well as planning music and “practical 
considerations” including risk assessments, music recordings, social distancing 
during complex services, etc. 

Our Lay Chair has taken the lead in establishing a Vestry meeting process that 
complies with guidance in respect of meetings and gatherings during this 
continuing COVID period, when we cannot meet as we used to do for the all-
important Pre-Vestry and Vestry meetings.  During this process, we will be 
appointing/electing two new Ministry Area Wardens, a new MAC, and new 
CATs (there will be no sub-wardens).  Dates of the Zoom meetings planned 
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are given elsewhere in this magazine, and details of how the process will work 
will be publicised as soon as possible.  The key “initial step” of setting up the 
electoral roll for 2021 is now agreed by the MAC, and this will determine who 
can vote and hold office. 

So, as we see restrictions lifting, infection rates falling, and people receiving 
the vaccination, we look forward to warmer and longer days, and the 
opportunity to go “out and about”, and hopefully connect with friends and 
family once again.  A song came to me yesterday – looking it up on the web, 
I see it was written by Anne Murray in 1970.  It goes: 

Put your hand in the hand of the man who stilled the water; 
Put your hand in the hand of the man who calmed the sea. 
Take a look at yourself and you can look at others differently, 
By putting your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee. 

I thought that was a good way to travel hopefully forward in these times!! 

Stations of the Cross on Zoom Fr.  John Kelly 

Thank you to Father Edward and the Benefice team for introducing us in Saint 
Helen to ‘zoom liturgy’ to revive our traditional sharing of the Way of the Cross 
during the lockdown.  Our usual fixed-camera live-stream is totally clergy-
centric, but with the zoom it all becomes more interactive and communitarian. 

Last Lent we just had to abandon the shared liturgies once the lock-down 
started, though here I tried to continue on Facebook, going round the stations 
on my own, struggling to hold a phone in one hand and turn the pages of the 
book with the other, and to supress imprecations of frustration.  It was not 
always very prayerful. 

This year has been much more peaceful and prayerful.  On the first Friday of 
Lent, Father Edward set up the technology and the team from Saint 
Catherine’s led with a set of stations from Pontypridd reflecting on the present 
pandemic.  Moved by them, Saint Helen’s parishioners asked that we could 
use the same meditations the following week, with Father Edward again calmly 
managing the technology, making it much easier.  The next week, Saint 
Catherine’s used the Cafod stations with beautiful pictures, but meditations I 
felt not so relevant either to our situation, or to the story of the passion.  For 
our second turn at leading, we in Saint Helen decided to try to use the 
flexibility of the zoom to allow for a different person to lead each station, 
many, including 12-year-old Pip, writing their own meditations, tying the 
sufferings of Christ to their own experience and prayer.  Two more to go, with 
a feeling of excited expectation at the freshness this has brought. 
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To my surprise, sharing the Liturgy on zoom has felt more intimate and 
personal than standing in the same space in church, politely nodding to each 
other as we leave, but not really getting to know each other.  On-line we chat 
as we gather, and before we leave.  We learn each other’s names and see 
each other’s faces rather than their backs.  Though I hope and pray that by 
next Lent we will be back in church, and singing as well as praying together, 
nevertheless, as in so many ways, this year’s liturgy in lockdown has had 
unexpected benefits and blessings.  Thank you. 

Lent Study 2021 Helen Murphy 

I usually take part in the Benefice's Lent study but this year circumstances 
didn't allow it.  I have a two-hour history class on Tuesday afternoons, and I 
felt if I did Lent study immediately afterwards a gallon of WD40 would be 
needed to get me out of my chair and moving!  So, instead, I chose to follow 
the Lent study prepared by a charity which I support called "Embrace the 
Middle East". 

This ecumenical charity has been in existence for 160 years and has had a 
variety of names but the one you may know it by is "The Biblelands Society" 
which produced the carol sheets we often use in churches at Christmas time.  
It took on its new name in 2012, but it still prints the carol sheets.  The charity 
supports fifty Christian partners in the Middle East as they try to transform 
lives and give dignity back to the most excluded and marginalised people in 
their communities.  Whether it's to give refuge, arrange health care or 
education or work for justice and human rights, Embrace is there. 

The Lent study was called "Journey to the Cross", and each week there was a 
journey to a different situation, e.g. "A journey that celebrated family", when 
the story of Jesus and the Wedding at Cana was explored.  This was matched 
with an article about the work of Embrace whereby a Palestinian family which 
had fled to Syria and then had to flee again, this time to Lebanon, lived with 
seven people in one room which meant the eldest son could not marry as he 
had no home to take his bride to.  Then Habitat, one of Embrace's partners, 
helped the family to build an extra room to their "house" on unwanted land 
next to them and the young couple could marry. 

Each study suggested practical ways that a church might become involved 
such as praying for forthcoming weddings.  Each study also suggested ways 
of contributing to the charity so for the Wedding at Cana it was suggested that 
we donate 5p for every glass of water we drink. 

It is interesting and an eye opener at how people live with so little when we 
have so much but I do miss having people to discuss ideas so I think next year 
I'll be back with the Benefice – or should I say Ministry Area? 



10 | P a g e  
 

"Walking the Dead" Janice Roberts 

Recently, I have been watching "The Story of Welsh Art" on BBC2.  In the 
second programme, there were three examples of this custom of “Walking the 
Dead”, painted by members of the C19th Bettws-Y-Coed Artists Group.  In 
two of them, a whole village follows a coffin to a country churchyard.  In the 
third, a shepherd's coffin is escorted across bleak mountains in a storm.  In 
the last year, this custom has been revived, not only in Wales but all over the 
country.  Obviously, in a time of Covid, processions are not allowed, but people 
assemble at places associated with the deceased to show their respects by 
applauding. 

Lily Shepard was a lifelong stalwart of St. Catherine's since her Christening in 
1926.  Sue Lewis was in touch with her daughter and her family in Australia; 
they were forbidden to fly home for her final days or funeral, even though they 
made an appeal to the State Governor.  The family arranged for the hearse to 
bring her to the Church prior to the service in Thornhill.  A number of us 
assembled, suitably masked and distanced, on the path on the south side of 
the building facing Mill Road.  The 
undertaker "Walked" the cortege up 
Mill Road so we could greet Lily with 
applause.  It halted while we prayed 
for her soul, and drove off slowly to 
the sound of our recitation of the 
Northumberland Blessing, with which 
we normally end all our services.  

A copy of this prayer was also produced by Eddie, at the request of the family 
in Australia, and placed in the coffin with Lily. 

We then all left to watch Fr. Edward conduct the service on our computers.  
As we left, Jill Evans said, "As soon as possible we must have a Requiem". 

The Fourteenth Station of the "Pontypridd Stations in a Time of Covid" ends 
with this sentence: "To make funerals functional, but that's what happened to 
our Lord" - a powerful sentiment, but we at least have the solace of knowing 
the Fifteenth Station happens on Easter Day. 

May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you 
wherever He may send you 

May He guide you through the wilderness, 
protect you through the storm, 

May He bring you home rejoicing 
at the wonders He has shown you. 
May He bring you home rejoicing 

once again into our doors.  
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St George’s Day by Barbara Turner 

April 23 is St. George’s Day and is celebrated in 
England as their Patron Saint’s Day.  The flag is 
a red cross on a white background.  Whilst it is 
not a Bank Holiday and not celebrated as 
fervently as Wales, Ireland and Scotland 
remember their Patron Saints, it is a big day in 
the calendar of the Scout Association. 

George was an officer in the Roman army, 
which was under the Emperor Diocletian.  He 
was born in 280A.D.  in Cappadocia, which is in 
modern day Turkey.  His parents were 
Christian, and indeed his father was executed 
for refusing to give up his faith.  During 
George’s time in the army, he was a courageous 
and chivalrous soldier, but refused to persecute Christians and give up his 
faith.  For this, he was tortured and beheaded.  Many pagans were converted 
by St. George’s faithfulness; even the Empress Alexandra converted to 
Christianity. 

The most famous story of St George’s life is the event when he slayed a dragon 
that was terrifying the people of Silene.  There are many paintings and 
sculptures of St George around the world’s museums and cities depicting him 
on horseback with his lance in his hand.  I was surprised to see one in a church 
at the end of Charles Bridge in Prague. 

Lord Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of the Scout Movement, chose St 
George for his courage, faith and perseverance.  In Scouting for boys, Baden-
Powell says, “when St. George faced difficulty, he went at it with all the power 
and perseverance that he could.  Scouts should be the same.  When faced 
with difficulty they should go at it boldly and confidently and they would 
succeed.” 

Scouts around the world celebrate St George’s Day with parades and services.  
During these services, all sections of the Scout Movement renew their 
Promises.  Scouting was originally seen as a Christian organisation but, over 
the years, the Promise has changed to be inclusive to all religions.  There is 
also a Promise for Scouts without a religion.  During my many happy years in 
Scouts, I have attended and organised services in many different places.  Most 
have been in St. Martin’s Church, but some were at campsites, hilltops, 
jamborees and some in Caerphilly Castle’s Great Hall.  Once made, a Scout 
Promise is never forgotten. 
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Street Pastors Margaret Ware 

Like everything else in this last year, Street Pastors have been in lockdown for 
quite a large part of it, but we haven’t quite stood still.  Street Pastors’ usual 
shifts on a Saturday were 10pm - 2am, but with the pubs and restaurants 
closed this really made no sense; so, Street Pastors too went into lockdown.  
During this time, we had three recruits hoping to become Street Pastors, but 
of course all training sessions (usually face-to-face) were suspended and the 
training was online like so much was and still is. 

Our three recruits did their training, except for one session that has to be a 
live session; so, this must wait for when “normal service is resumed” – soon, 
we all pray.  Once we can all congregate in a church, they can be 
commissioned alongside us “oldies” being re-commissioned. 

When lockdown eased a bit during the summer, the police asked if Street 
Pastors would be willing to patrol for a couple of hours on a Saturday 1pm - 
3pm, mainly just to show a presence and let folk know we were still around.  
We did this for some weeks, and then the pubs re-opened until 10pm, so our 
patrols stopped during Saturday daytime (we don’t have enough bodies to do 
both) and recommenced from 8pm-10:30pm during the evening.  I remember 
one Saturday evening when I was out and by 10pm it was only us plodders in 
Caerphilly town; so, we packed up and came home.  These plods finished once 
the pubs had to close again and, to date, we haven’t been back out – but we’re 
hoping maybe to resume the daytime shift once the shops are re-opened, and 
we are given the green light from the police. 

Last week, we had our AGM – Zoom of course (what would we do without it?) 
– and we seem to be “plodding“ on quite nicely.  We do need more recruits – 
both those willing to plod and those willing to pray, as we cannot do this 
without prayer support. 

Some new ideas were bandied about where we are going in the future so 
watch this space for more updates.  Of course, if you are interested in joining, 
we are always delighted to have more recruits!  Our coordinator, Debbi Hendy, 
would be pleased to speak to anyone wanting more details – 07981 015636. 

God bless. 
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St David’s Quiz and Social Night Susan Lewis 

On the evening of 4th March at 7:00 pm, Zoom was alive with the sound of 
Quizzers. 

The theme was Wales, led by question setter Angie.  You could feel the brain 
cells working through the computer screen as we worked our way around the 
map of Wales in the first round – Harlech, St David’s, Mumbles (not Stutters!).  
 

 
A Welsh celebrity round and general knowledge – how many castles are there 
in Wales? (some research for you).  Finally, a Wenglish round where we 
learned spuds are holes in socks and goosegogs are gooseberries.  Father Ed 
knew the answer to ‘What are the back lanes of Valley houses called’ (a gwli), 
he was so pleased that he had married a Welsh girl. 

Thank you to Angie and Emily for setting the questions and thanks go to Nerys 
for her technical on-screen knowledge. 

Take care that you don’t miss out on the next one, scheduled on Zoom at 7:00 
pm on 8th April.  The theme will be ’Easter and Spring’, so don’t be a BAD EGG 
just SPRING INTO ACTION and join in the fun and the fellowship!  See you 
there. 
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St. Patrick’s Day Celebrations Pat Chucas 

 
Dave Chucas 

 

Fr. Mike 

 

New Arrival 

Congratulations to Beth and Chris on the arrival of their new baby girl, Alethea 
May Kavanagh, born on 5th March at 11.22am weighing 8lb 13 oz. 

We wish them every blessing and we pray that God will watch over them and 
surround them in love and support. 
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Points of Interest Jen Davies 

Some weeks ago, I was tasked with writing a commentary that could be used 
to point out things of interest for visitors to St. Martin’s church – assuming 
that there WILL be an end to this terrible pandemic and that visitors to the 
town will once again be free to wander into the building for a look around. 

It proved to be one of the most interesting things I have done in a long while.  
As a regular attendee at St. Martin’s, I thought I knew quite a lot about the 
building.  Not so!  Everything I researched led me down paths that were filled 
with surprises, and I realise I have been looking without really seeing for many 
years. 

The stained glass windows really grab your attention when you go into the 
church.  The very large east window above the altar immediately dominates 
the view, but have you ever spotted the three sleeping disciples, Peter, James, 
and John in the Garden of Gethsemane in the left hand window?  The 
crucifixion scene in the centre window is obvious, but have you ever noticed 
the walls and buildings of the city of Jerusalem in the background? 

  

The window on the south wall nearest the organ is a family portrait.  In the 
centre is St. Gwynllyw, known in English as St. Woolos – that’s right, the same 
as the Cathedral and the nearby hospital on Stow Hill in Newport.  His wife 
was Gwladus and their son shown on the left was Cattwg, or Cadoc, in English 
– Cadfael.  If you ‘Google’ St. Gwladus a picture of our window at St. Martin’s 
appears on Wikipedia. 
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The window opposite, next to the pulpit, was donated by the Moore family 
from Caerphilly who have a building business.  Appropriately, it shows the 
Holy Family in a working environment, and in the detail you will find a box 
plane, a saw, and wood shavings. 

 

 

Have you ever wondered why the reredos screen behind the altar is pink?  It 
is because it is made from Penarth alabaster quarried from the pink-toned 
cliffs between Penarth beach and the Cardiff Bay barrage.  At the time the 
church was built in 1879, one of the main benefactors of St. Martin’s was the 
Earl of Plymouth, grandson of Baroness Windsor, and much of the land in both 
Caerphilly and Penarth was part of the Plymouth Estates. 

When doing my research, I was told that the faces of the three statuettes set 
in the reredos were modelled in the likeness of the Rector at the time 
(Reverend Daniel Lewis) and the two church wardens.  I hope they appreciated 
their features being literally set in stone! 

I was aware that there were four shields carved on the altar rail, but I never 
looked at them closely.  The surprise for me was that one has images of the 
crucifixion in the form of a ladder and a crown of thorns, and another an ear, 
a sword and two clubs representing the arrest of Jesus and that Peter cut off 
the ear of Malchus, servant of the High PrieSt.  

On the subject of carvings, you may not know that the choir stalls feature four 
small carved mice – trademark of Robert Thompson known as the Mouse man 
of Kilburn. 
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Looking over the café area at the rear of the church is the 
“St. Teilo” cross.  It was originally a feature of the St. Teilo 
Priory in Roath, and following a devastating fire was 
personally rescued and brought to St. Martin’s by a former 
incumbent, Canon Glyn Turner. 

These are just some of the beautiful and interesting features 
in the St. Martin’s church building.  I hope when restrictions 
are lifted, if you visit in future you will not be afraid to 
explore and see the building through different eyes. 
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Lectionary 

Here is the Church in Wales’ list of readings for each day, which can be ideal 
to use in your daily prayer life.  The Gospel reading is given for weekdays, and 
for each Sunday the full list of Scripture and Collect prayer are provided, as 
well as the Diocesan Daily Prayer Intentions. 

This year, with Open Doors, we are offering weekly prayer intentions in the 
Benefice for the 50 most persecuted countries on their world watch list.  These 
are also included for each Sunday. 
 

4th April – Easter Day 
 

Lord of all life and power, who through the 
mighty resurrection of your Son overcame 
the old order of sin and death to make all 
things new in him: grant that we, being dead 
to sin and alive to you in Jesus Christ, may 
reign with him in glory; to whom with you 
and the Holy Spirit be praise and honour, 
glory and might, now and in all eternity. 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Acts 10: 34-43 
Psalm 118: 14-24 
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11 
John 20: 1-18 or  
Mark 16: 1-8 
 

1. Pyle & Kenfig and Dr. Duncan Walker (Vicar) 
2. The peace of Jerusalem 
3. Open Doors – Iraq 
5th April – Monday in Easter week Matthew 28: 8-15 
6th April – Tuesday in Easter week John 20: 11-18 
7th April – Wednesday in Easter week Luke 24: 13-35 
8th April – Thursday in Easter week Luke 24: 36b-48 
9th April – Friday in Easter week John 21: 1-14 
10th April – Saturday in Easter week Mark 16: 9-15 
11th April – The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Almighty Father, you have given your only 
Son to die for our sins and to rise again for 
our justification: grant us so to put away the 
leaven of malice and wickedness that we may 
always serve you in pureness of living and 
truth; through the merits of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Acts 4: 32-35 
Psalm 133 
1 John 1.1 – 2.2 
John 20: 19-31 
 

1. Vale of Neath, Andrew Davies (Vicar) & Emma Street (Curate) 
2. The Church of the Province of the Indian Ocean 
3. Syria 
12th April John 3: 1-8 
13th April John 3: 7-15 
14th April John 3: 16-21 
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15th April John 3: 31-36 
16th April John 6: 1-15 
17th April John 6: 16-21 
18th April – The Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Almighty Father, who in your great mercy 
gladdened the disciples with the sight of the 
risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his 
presence with us, that we may be 
strengthened and sustained by his risen life 
and serve you continually in righteousness 
and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our 
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Acts 3: 12-19 
Psalm 4 
1 John 3: 1-7 
Luke 24: 36b-48 
 

1. Rhondda Ministry Area, Philip Leyshon (Ministry Area Leader-MAL) & 
Nicola Free (Lay Chair) 

2. The Church of Ireland 
3. Sudan 
19th April John 6: 22-29 
20th April John 6: 30-35 
21st April John 6: 35-40 
22nd April John 6: 44-51 
23rd April – George, Patron Saint of England John 6: 52-59 
24th April John 6: 60-69 
25th April – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 

Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the 
resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust 
in him, from the death of sin to the life of 
righteousness, that we may seek those 
things which are above, where he reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Acts 4: 5-12 
Psalm 23 
1 John 3: 16-24 
John 10: 11-18 
 

1. Rhondda Fach Uchaf & David Jones (Vicar) 
2. The Nippon Sei Ko Kai 
3. Saudi Arabia 
26th April – Mark, Evangelist Mark 13: 5-13 
27th April  John 10: 22-30 
28th April  John 12: 44-50 
29th April  John 13: 16-20 
30th April  John 14: 1-7 
1st May – Philip & James, Apostles John 14: 1-14 
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FROM THE REGISTERS 
Marriages 

We are delighted to be offering weddings again, and it is with great joy we 
remember those who have been married during March:- 

Michael Lock & Larissa Guida 

Martyn Deem & Harriet Lawrence 

 

Funerals 

With sadness we remember those who have died recently.  Among them, we 
especially remember those whose funerals fall during March:- 

Michael Evans Gillian Cheverton 

Kenneth Jones Judith Eirwen Harris 

Bryan Carter Winnifred Joyce Cole 

Eva Beryl Hall Ann Jones 

Margaret Viggers Richard Howard Fowler 

Jenny Masson  

We also remember other friends known to us who have died recently:- 

Marion Howells Llinos Wallace 

We also continue to hold before you all those who have suffered because of 
the virus, those who have died and those who grieve at this time. 

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon them.  
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EASTER THOUGHTS 
Celebrating Eastertide Nerys Beckett 

Easter is here – Christ is Risen, and the tomb is empty, but Easter isn’t over.  
The season of Easter, also known as Eastertide, lasts for 50 days, spanning 
from Easter day until Pentecost.  So, here’s some ideas for the whole family 
to help you to keep celebrating the good news of Easter throughout the 
Season: 

1. Make and give cards to neighbours announcing the good news of Easter. 

2. Light a special candle at meal-times to recall the light of Christ. 

3. Make a joyful noise as a family each morning. 

4. Make an Easter sign or banner to hang in your window. 

5. Make an Easter garden. 

6. Make biscuits in Easter shapes.  Perhaps freeze some to serve 
throughout the season. 

7. Keep fresh flowers around. 

8. Listen to some Easter music. 

9. Wear more white and gold items - the season’s special colours. 

10. Watch a film with an Easter theme. 

11. Have fun with water – why not visit a lake, river or maybe throw water 
balloons? 

12. Read a bit of the Easter story each day – you can use Matthew 28, Mark 
16, Luke 24 or John 20. 

13. Add “Alleluia” to your grace before meals. 

14. Tell stories of family members’ baptisms. 

15. Plant some seeds. 

16. Put on an Easter play as a family. 

17. Make a poster of the cross. Why not add paper flowers or leaves to it 
throughout Eastertide? 

18. Learn how other cultures celebrate Easter. Perhaps try some of their 
customs and foods. 

19. Have fun with light – why not make rainbows or shadow puppets? 

20. Find ways to make meal-times special during Eastertide. 
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An Easter Moment Helen Murphy 

Some years ago, during a very unhappy period in my life, I was in St. 
Catherine's Church on Easter Sunday.  Now, I read my Bible and prayed daily 
and attended church regularly, so I cannot explain my reaction to the choice 
of singing "In Christ Alone" by Stuart Townsend. 

Verse 4 includes the lines:- 

"No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
can ever pluck me from His hand; 
‘til He returns or calls me home, 
here in the power of Christ I'll stand" 

I sang those words while trying to stop the tears running down my face, and 
all day afterwards I returned to those words which affected me so deeply -  
and they still do.  I think it's knowing that God is with you, that Christ is 
looking after you and holding fast to you that struck me. 

That experience helped me enormously, and "In Christ Alone" is still a 
favourite hymn. 
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CREATION CARE 
Mary Gardens Nerys Beckett 

As spring begins to spring up all around us and those of us that are found of 
gardening are busily preparing for this year, perhaps you might like to 
consider including a “Mary garden”. 

“What is a Mary Garden?” you may ask?  Well, it’s simply a small sacred space 
in your garden dedicated to Our Lady, the Blessed Virgin Mary.  In this space 
you may like to include a statue of Mary or purely a selection of plants 
associated with Mary.  I’ve listed a few of the many wonderful plants 
associated with Mary here to give you inspiration:- 

1. Lily – the Angel Gabriel is often depicted giving Mary a lily in scenes of 
the Annunciation and often symbolises purity and innocence.  There is 
also a particular variety known as the “Assumption Lily” which only 
blooms at that time of year. 

2. Rose – often used to represent heavenly joy, Mary has several 
connections with this flower.  She is sometimes known as “the rose 
without thorns” or even the “mystical Rose” and the well-known Rosary 
is often depicted in art as a garland of roses given to Mary. 

3. Iris – sometimes known as “sword lily”, the blade-shaped petals remind 
us of Our Lady of Sorrows. 

4. Lily of the Valley – sometimes called “Mary’s tears”, it is said that when 
Mary cried at the foot of the cross, her tears turned into these flowers. 

5. Periwinkle – also named the “Virgin flower”, its blue colour reminds us 
of Mary, usually depicted wearing blue, and symbolises grace. 

6. Violet – long seen as a symbol of humility and simplicity, the flowers 
have a modest way of nestling among the leaves and growing low to the 
ground.  Tales also tell that the violet dropped its head in the shadow of 
the crucifix. 

7. Columbine – sometimes called “Our Lady’s shoes” because of the shape 
of their fallen spurs.  They are also said to have sprung up where Mary’s 
feet touched the earth when she was visiting Elizabeth (although this 
tale also applies to the “Lady slipper” orchid). 

8. Lavender – sometimes known as “Mary’s drying plant”, it is believed that 
lavender came from the Garden of Eden, but only received its well-known 
scent when Mary laid Jesus’ infant clothes in a bush to dry. 

9. Marigold – originally called “Mary’s Gold”, and named after Our Lady, the 
gold petals may represent rays of light crowning her head.  Often in 
bloom around Lady day, their golden colours may explain their original 
name. 
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10. Thistledown – in the Middle Ages, the thistle was an emblem of Mary 
because its white sap brought to mind the milk from the mother of God.  
It’s also considered to be a symbol of the Visitation due to its graceful 
movement in the air when blown. 

Whatever your plans for your garden space this year, why not consider Mary 
in your planning? 

St Martin’s Garden Alison Charles 

The churchyard surrounding St Martin’s church is large, extending from the 
busy area around the church and car park up a fairly steep slope to the top of 
the graveyard.  Each section has space to create a different garden which is 
defined by the way in which people use it.  So, we have made small but distinct 
garden/planting beds around the whole churchyard.  The busy areas around 
the car park and main entrance have pots and beds of bright colourful plants 
while the quieter areas towards the edges of the graveyard have more wild 
flowers, fruit trees and bushes, with a stumpery or loggery at the top where 
it is peaceful and a place for contemplation.  We want to ensure that the 
surrounds of the church are welcoming and appropriate for all the 
congregation and visitors, that people see that we care for God’s environment 
and that it is regularly tended. 

Our aim is to garden organically and in an eco-friendly way, encouraging wild-
life like bees, butterflies, insects and birds.  We choose the right plants 
appropriate to the locations, e.g. scented flowers with open petals easy for 
bees to access around the sunny carpark, plants happy in the shade to the 
north of the church by the main entrance and wild flowers throughout the 
graveyard. 

Our plans for 2021 include:- 

 Ensuring regular maintenance (weeding and watering) of the garden 
around the church (car park and north lawn) 

 Sowing vegetable seeds in the raised bed to the east of the church and 
in pots around the car park, e.g. beans and tomatoes.  

 Encouraging families to be involved with this by arranging planting and 
sowing mornings, all depending on lockdown regulations. 

 Planting new fruit trees in appropriate places in the graveyard. 

 Tidying the herb garden regularly to keep down weeds. 

 Ensuring the fruit bushes (gooseberry, red currant and raspberry) in 
the west side of the graveyard are kept free of encroaching grasses. 
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 Tidying the log pile at the top of the graveyard to encourage wildlife, 
e.g. hedgehogs, mice, bees and other insects and plant appropriate 
plants within the log pile. 

 Putting more bat and bee boxes around the churchyard. 

 Replacing the bench by the car park alongside the Garden of 
Remembrance at the east end of the churchyard.  This was badly 
damaged and had to be removed. 

All these plans depend on the development of an enthusiastic garden team, 
rules relating to lockdown and staying safe and finance for plants, seeds and 
the bench. 

Our Eco Plan for Eglwysilan Julia Rawlins 

The ancient churchyard of Eglwysilan is, by the very nature of its location, a 
haven for wildlife, containing various trees, shrubs and wild-flowers.  Stepping 
into the churchyard can feel like stepping back in time...into a place of quiet 
reflection, an ancient habitat for plants and animal species and a space full of 
archaeological and historical significance.  This churchyard has existed, 
undoubtedly, for hundreds of years without herbicides or damaging pesticides. 

Our aim for the already wondrous area surrounding St Ilan’s Church is to 
support and enhance the natural environment in which birds, bees, butterflies 
and creatures great and small already thrive.  The old boundary stone walls 
around the churchyard provide cover and nesting sites for birds and small 
mammals, shelter the churchyard from strong winds and provide habitats for 
spiders and insects and hunting opportunities for their predators. 

Our plan, this year, is to scatter wild-flower seeds over the grassy bank in the 
corner of the churchyard near the Memorial Garden and in sight of the 
entrance to the church.  Hopefully, this area will provide a nectar and seed 
source for insects and birds as this area will be left unmown and weeds will be 
allowed to flower.  Flowers will then return every year and will need very little 
management.  Bees will be encouraged, by the growing of shrubs such as 
lavender and buddleia. 

The churchyard offers many suitable areas for the growth of both sun-loving 
and shade-loving plants.  Hollow stems from flowers and foliage will provide 
for over wintering spiders and insects.  We also hope to furnish cover and 
nesting boxes for birds and small mammals (like hedgehogs).  There are 
numerous suitable areas within the churchyard to erect such havens for birds 
and mammals.  Overgrown brambles and shrubs will be thinned out but we 
will be mindful of the fact that bramble provides cover and shelter for nesting 
birds and protection for small mammals from their predators, as well as a food 
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supply in late summer and autumn.  Wood piles will be constructed to attract 
even more creatures, such as hibernating toads or hedgehogs. 

Primroses are a cheerful reminder of Spring and there is a profusion of them 
in our churchyard.  They are one of the first woodland blooms and an 
important nectar source for butterflies.  There is also a multitude of wild violets 
and daffodils to attract insects. 

We aim to plant some trees to replace the damaged Ash tree that was felled 
last year. 

The planting of an apple tree 

An apple tree will eventually provide crevices and gnarly twigs which will be 
ideal for nesting sites, insect homes and wildlife.  Its blossom is most 
attractive for bees.  Apples are an important food source for wildlife.  Thrushes 
and Blackbirds feast on fallen fruit and bullfinches are partial to the buds.  The 
apple tree can be an excellent nesting spot for blackbirds.  Apples are also 
eaten by mammals such as badgers, hedgehogs, field mice and voles, and 
they are a source of late-season sugar for butterflies, wasps, ants and other 
invertebrates. 

The planting of a Rowan Tree 

Rowan berries make excellent autumn food for blackbirds.  Also, the foliage is 
nice and airy, meaning light can filter through to the ground, where more 
wildlife friendly plants can grow. 

Lichen is to be found in abundance in the churchyard and are miniature 
habitats for spiders and other insects, and are grazed by slugs and snails.  
Moss also acts as an important home for other creatures.  These are mainly 
invertebrates and include species like woodlice and slugs. 

There is an increasing demand these days, even in remote rural churches, to 
provide toilet facilities and, as there are no toilet facilities at the church, we 
are looking into the possibility of installing a composting toilet.  It could be a 
good option, as there is a limited water supply. 

Our aim at Eglwysilan is to enhance the wonderful natural surroundings 
already in place.  We can make our contribution by encouraging a haven for 
wildlife, thereby improving the visual enjoyment for the many people who visit 
the churchyard.  It would be an outdoor space which provides a sanctuary – 
a place for stillness, prayer and contemplation.  A place to marvel at the 
wonder of God’s creation. 
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St. Andrew’s Garden Angie Anderson 

St. Andrew’s community garden has become an asset valued by the ministry 
area, our congregation and also by the local community.  It is a large green 
area offering a peaceful and colourful place to be enjoyed by all as well as 
providing a haven for wildlife.  The land is divided into wildflower areas, flower 
beds, raised beds and grassed areas.  A thriving damson tree in front of the 
church has flowers visited by insects in late spring and early summer, and 
then in late summer it provides fruit eaten by birds and also harvested by 
humans!  The garden behind the church is bordered by large mature conifers 
which have bird boxes and bat boxes in their branches and so provide homes 
for birds, bats and insect life.  On a warm, sunny day the garden is alive with 
the hum of insect life and the songs of birds and is an oasis of calm at the foot 
of a large housing estate. 

The garden area is large and the variety of habitats found there leads to 
problems of maintenance and so the immediate plans for this year are to 
maintain the natural beauty while reducing the workload for the volunteers 
who work in the garden.  To this end, we have the following plans:- 

 To reduce the size of the flower bed and shrub garden which runs along 
the edge of the garden bordering the road.  We aim to replace this 
unmanageable bed with small islands for planting, each of which will 
house an existing shrub and some smaller flowering plants.  The ground 
between these islands will be returned to grassland and incorporated 
into our regular mowing schedule. 

 We will plant an apple tree in the undeveloped area of land near the 
compost bin.  This will, in time, encourage more insect and bird life into 
the garden. 

 We would like to introduce more raised beds into the garden as these 
make gardening more accessible for those gardeners who find working 
at ground level too difficult. 

 We plan to place more bug houses and a hedgehog box in the garden. 

 We have applied again this year for a green flag award. 

As with all gardens, the work never ends and plans change as we find our 
plans may not fit in with nature and God’s plans for this green space, but the 
pleasure when we succeed more than compensates for the times when we 
need to revisit our ideas and accept that maybe that flower or that shrub in 
that particular area was never going to work.  We are always open to new 
ideas and welcome any help we are offered so we hope to see you visiting the 
garden and sharing its beauty… you will be even more welcome if you offer to 
help in any way, including sharing your expertise. 
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St. Catherine’s Site Ed McInairnie 

Of all the four churches in our Ministry Area, St. Catherine’s poses probably 
the greatest challenge: it occupies the smallest area of land, it is situated in 
an urban environment, and it lies adjacent to a busy road.  Does that put us 
off?  As the old saying goes, not on your nelly! 

Obviously, some of the proposals for the other churches wouldn’t really work 
at St. Catherine’s: there is probably not enough room for trees, it is difficult 
to see how and where composting could work, etc., etc.   

On the positive side, we have had a raised flower bed for a number of years; 
before Lockdown, we had cleaned it out and it was starting to show signs of 
improvement.  Once things settle down to the new “normal”, it will require a 
bit more work to make the most of it.  We have also used containers for 
growing wild-flowers from seed, but the challenge we have faced is watering 
them in dry weather and avoiding being flooded in wet weather. 

One long-term plan is to create a series of (possibly raised) borders along the 
fence bordering Mill Road; however, we will need to minimise the risk of 
“helping hands” through the railings! 

So, we would be glad to hear of any suggestions anyone in the Ministry Area 
would like to put forward, and (given the average age of the congregation) 
would welcome assistance from the newly-formed eco-team – and from 
anyone else (the younger, the better). 
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NEW MUSIC 
The Journeyman 

Now Jesus was a journeyman, a carpenter by trade. 
He placed the master’s signature on everything he made. 
He made a bed, He made a chair, He made a table too. 
And to that dining table He’s inviting me and you. 

So we’re answering His call and we’re feasting in His hall. 
So come you and so come all to His table. 

The bread is of the finest wheat, the wine is on the lees. 
The company is merry, so sit back, be at ease. 
This is a feast beyond compare, A fellowship of love. 
The joy that flows between us comes to us from God above. 

So we’re answering His call and we’re feasting in His hall. 
So come you and so come all to His table. 

Now Jesus never made a cross for other men to die, 
But someone made a cross for him and hung him there on high. 
Although he suffered cruel pain, that’s how it had to be 
To save us all from sin and death for all eternity. 

So we’re answering His call and we’re feasting in His hall. 
So come you and so come all to His table. 

No longer make excuses, it is foolish to delay. 
So set your heart on higher things and come along today 
There’s room enough for everyone not just the rich and high 
The last are first, the first are last, no need to question why. 

So we’re answering His call and we’re feasting in His hall. 
So come you and so come all to His table. 

Lyrics © Gary Plumley 
 

 

Many thanks to Gary Plumley for sharing one of his lockdown projects with us.  
If you’ve been doing anything creative or different during lockdown, why not 
let us know? 
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A MESSAGE FROM MALT 
If you are in need of practical, spiritual, or emotional support, please contact 
us and we will explore with you how we can help. 

God of hope, we ask you to protect and bless all the people of Wales.  Help us 
to be mindful of the needs of others, through Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 

Ministry Area Leadership Team 

 

We are your church.  We are here for all. 

 

 

 

 


