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A Liturgy to celebrate the Presentation of Christ (Candlemas) 
at home 

Before you begin, gather some candles of any shape or size.  If you can find 
enough, then it would be good to have a candle for each member of your 
household and an additional candle that you will use to represent the Paschal 
candle, which is lit in church at Easter and whenever a person is baptised.  
You and your family may divide up the liturgy between you however that 
works best for you, but it will sound most familiar if you alternate voices 
between the words in plain type and the words in bold type. 

Just before the start of the prayers, light all the candles. 

Christ the Eternal Word 
Destined for the falling and rising of many, 

Reveal the secret longings of our hearts 
And pierce us with the sword of your love. 

If you have a favourite hymn about the light of Christ, please feel free to sing 
it or listen to it now.  We would suggest ‘Christ whose glory fills the skies’, or 
‘Christ be our light’. 

Let us pray. 

We praise and bless you Father, 
for you have enlightened the world with the gift of your Son 
who, sharing in our humanity, has come to set us free. 

May we, who carry these candles, 
walk in the joy of his presence 
and, singing his praises, 
proclaim him the King of glory. 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is the King of glory? 
The Lord, strong and mighty, 
the Lord, mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O gates! 
and be lifted up, O ancient doors! 
that the King of glory may come in. 
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Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord of hosts, 
he is the King of glory. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen.        Psalm 24:7-10 

 

We wait for your loving kindness, God 
In the midst of your temple. 

Lord, now you have set your servant free  
to go in peace as you have promised. 

For these eyes of mine have seen your salvation 
which you have prepared for all the world to see; 

A light to reveal you to the nations  
and to give glory to your people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now 
and shall be for ever.  Amen. 

We wait for your loving kindness, God 
In the midst of your temple.      cf. Luke 2:29-32 
 
You are invited to keep a time of silent prayer to reflect on these readings.  
You may wish to focus on the flickering of the candle flames.  You may wish 
to think about the light of Christ, to give thanks for where it is visible in the 
world, and to pray for those situations which you would like the Christ-light 
to illuminate.  You may choose to name these things aloud with your family. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 



3 | P a g e  
 

Almighty and ever-living God, clothed in majesty, 
whose beloved Son was this day presented in the Temple, 
in substance of our flesh: 
grant that we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts, 
by your Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    Amen. 

Father, today we bring to an end our celebration of the Saviour’s birth. 

Help us, in whom he has been born, 
To live his life that has no end. 

Today, we offer the Church’s sacrifice of praise. 

Help us, who receive the bread of life, 
To be thankful for your gift. 
Today, we rejoice with faithful Simeon and Anna. 

Help us, who will find the Lord in his eternal temple 
To trust in your unfailing promises. 

Today, we greet the Light of the world. 

Help us, as we extinguish these candles, 
never to forsake the light of Christ. 

At this stage, please put out all the candles except the one that you are using 
to represent the Paschal candle. 

Today, we draw close in our hearts to the place of baptism. 

Help us, marked with the cross, 
to share the Lord’s death and resurrection. 

Today, we turn from Christ’s birth to his passion. 

Help us, for whom Lent is near, 
to enter deeply into the Easter mystery. 

Today, we bless one another in your name 

Help us to walk in your light 
all the days of our life 
and shine as alight in the world 
to your glory, our God and Father.   Amen. 

(Material taken from: 
Daily Prayer 2009 © The Church in Wales 

New Calendars and Collects 2003 © The Church in Wales 
Times and Seasons: Advent to the Presentation of Christ 2019 © The Church in Wales 

Holy Bible, New Revised Standard Version.) 


