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An Ash Wednesday Liturgy for use at home 

You might like to create a peaceful and prayerful space in your home by 
lighting some candles in front of you before you begin this Service.  The light 
from these candles represents God’s presence with us.  We might not be able 
to gather as a Church family at this time, but God is certainly with us wherever 
we are.  This Service is an opportunity to mark the beginning of our Lenten 
journey with Jesus.  The forty days leading up to Easter.  If you are not able 
to join us on Zoom, then we invite you to offer these prayers at home at 7pm 
on Wednesday the 17th February.  Please remember to have some ash with 
you which was included with the Benefice Magazine.  The Service is designed 
to be used by everyone, whether we might live alone or with other people.  If 
you live with others you might like to divide the Liturgy between you with one 
person reading the words in plain type, while the others respond using the 
words in bold type.   

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 
and keep you in the love of Christ. 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, since early days Christians have observed with 
great devotion the time of our Lord’s passion and resurrection and prepared 
for this by a season of penitence and fasting.  By carefully keeping these days, 
Christians take to heart the call to repentance and the assurance of 
forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel, and so grow in faith and in devotion to 
our Lord.  You are invited, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the 
observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, 
fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy word. 

All Holy God, 
holy and strong, 
holy and immortal One, 
have mercy upon us.  (x3) 

THE COLLECT 
Let us pray for grace to keep Lent faithfully. 
Almighty God, 
our lives are laid open before you: 
rescue us from the chaos of sin 
and through the death of your Son 
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bring us healing and make us whole 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING 

A reading from the First Book of the Prophet Joel: 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy mountain!  Let all the 
inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near 
— a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!  Like 
blackness spread upon the mountains a great and powerful army comes; their 
like has never been from of old, nor will be again after them in ages to come.  
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your clothing.  
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing.  Who knows 
whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain 
offering and a drink offering for the Lord, your God?  Blow the trumpet in 
Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people.  Sanctify the 
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children, even infants at the 
breast.  Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.   

Between the vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, 
weep Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and do not make your 
heritage a mockery, a byword among the nations.  Why should it be said 
among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church. 
Thanks be to God. 

Joel 2: 1-2, 12-17 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE HOLY GOSPEL 

Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory.  The Lord is a great God, O that 
today you would listen to his voice.  Harden not your hearts. 

Psalm 95:3, 8 

All Praise to you, O Christ, King of eternal glory. 

Listen to the gospel of Christ according to Saint John: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

While Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.   Early in the morning he came again 
to the temple.  All the people came to him and he sat down and began to 
teach them.   The scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been 
caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them, they said to him, 
“Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery.  Now 
in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women.  Now what do you 
say?”  They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to 
bring against him.  Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground.  
When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
“Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.”  And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground. 

When they heard it, they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; 
and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before him.  Jesus 
straightened up and said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one 
condemned you?”  She said, “No one, sir.”  And Jesus said, “Neither do I 
condemn you.  Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” 

John 8.  1-11 

This is the Gospel of the Lord: 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

THE LITURGY OF PENITENCE 

During this moment of quiet reflection, we may like to examine our 
conscience. 

Let us now call to mind our sin and the infinite mercy of God. 

God the Father, 
All have mercy on us. 

God the Son, 
All have mercy on us. 
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God the Holy Spirit, 
All have mercy on us. 

God the Holy Trinity, 
All have mercy on us. 

All Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  We have not forgiven 
others, as we have been forgiven. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve, as Christ served us. 
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. 
We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

We confess to you, Lord … 
all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy and impatience of our 
lives. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other 
people. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Our anger at our own frustration 
and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Our intemperate love of worldly goods and comforts 
and our dishonesty in daily life and work. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship 
and our failure to commend the faith that is in us. 

All Lord, have mercy. 

Accept our repentance, Lord … 
for the wrongs we have done, 
for our blindness to human need and suffering, 
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord. 
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For all false judgements, for uncharitable thoughts towards our 
neighbours and for our prejudice and contempt towards those who differ 
from us. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord. 

For our waste and pollution of your creation 
and our lack of concern for those who come after us. 

All Accept our repentance, Lord. 

 Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 
All Favourably hear us, for your mercy is great. 

Accomplish in us the work of your salvation, 
All that we may show your glory in the world. 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Lord, 
All bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

Silence is kept. 

All We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

THE IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

You are invited to receive these ashes before you as a sign of the spirit of 
penitence with which we shall keep this season of Lent. 

God our Father, 
you create us from the dust of the earth: 
grant that these ashes may be for us 
a sign of our penitence 
and a symbol of our mortality; 
for it is by your grace alone 
that we receive eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

All Amen. 



6 | P a g e  
 

At this moment, we are invited to mark our foreheads with the sign of the 
Cross in ash.  Simply dip your finger into oil and then into the ash provided 
and trace the sign of the cross on your own forehead saying: 

All I remember that I am dust, and to dust I shall return. 
I choose to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. 

The Lord enrich us with his grace, 
and nourish us with his blessing; 
the Lord defend us in trouble and keep us from all evil; 
the Lord accept our prayers, 
and absolve us from our offences, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. 

All Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord Jesus, remember us in your kingdom 
and teach us to pray. 

The Lord’s Prayer is said 

THE PEACE 

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 

Romans 5:1,2 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All and also with you. 

THE RESPONSORY 
This is love, not that we loved God, 

All but that he loved us and sent his Son. 

He is the sacrifice for our sins, 
All that we might live through him. 

If God loves us so much 
All we ought to love one another. 

If we love one another 
All God lives in us. 
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THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

May God the Father, who does not despise the broken spirit, 
 give to us a contrite heart. 
 May God the Son, who bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
 heal us by his wounds. 
 May God the Holy Spirit, who leads us into all truth, 
 speak to us words of pardon and peace. 
And may the almighty and merciful God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, bless us and protect us this night and always. 

All Amen. 

Go in the peace of Christ 
All Thanks be to God. 

The Material for this Service has been taken from the Church of England’s Times and Seasons. 


