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The Epiphany Blessing of Chalk 
 
The Blessing of Chalk is a traditional custom, reminding us that Christ 
is incarnate in the love we offer to one another in our daily lives.  As 
the Magi came in search of the light of Christ and were welcomed by 
the Holy Family into the house, we welcome all who come in the Lord’s 
name, praying that our homes may be protected from darkness and 
be filled with the light of Christ and the warmth of his Spirit.  This rite 
uses the traditional names ascribed to the Magi: Caspar, Melchior and 
Balthasar. 
 
 
Please get the blessed chalk you received in the December package 
of resources from the Benefice.  
 
 
Introduction 
 

Today we celebrate the Light of Christ revealed to the whole world 
through the Magi's visit to the house in Bethlehem.  Let us pray that 
Christ who has come to make his home among us may guard our 
hearts and homes and fill us with the warmth of his love, so that all 
who visit our homes may be blessed with his life and love. 
 
Lord God, 
by the light of a star you guided the nations 
to the radiant light of Christ. 
Bless all who use this chalk to inscribe the initials of the wise men 
(Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar) on the doors of their homes. 
May they welcome all who come in the Lord’s name 
and offer warmth and hospitality, light and joy. 
Protect their homes from the darkness of sin 
and fill their lives with the light of Christ 
so that, aglow with the Spirit, 
they will share the treasure of knowing Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Marking of Houses  
with Blessed Chalk at Epiphany 
 
 
The lintel of the main door of the house (and any other door if you 
wish) is marked by a member of the household in the following way: 
 
 
20 + C + M + B + 21 
 
 The three Wise Men 
 C Caspar 
 M Melchior 
 B and Balthasar 
  followed the star 
  which led them to Christ. 
 20 Two thousand 
 21 and twenty-one years ago. 
 ++ May Christ bless our home 
 ++ and remain with us through the new year. 
 
 
The following prayer may then be used: 
  

God our Father, 
 bless us as we gather here 
 at the doorway of our home. 
 Protect us from darkness 
 and fill us with the grace of Christ 
 who calls us to welcome 
 all who come in his name. 
 We ask this through Jesus the Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
(The letters CMB also abbreviate the Latin phrase Christus Mansionem 
Benedicat, “May Christ bless the dwelling.”) 
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