
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HOME RESOURCES 

DECEMBER 2020 /JANUARY 2021 
RHAGFYR 2020 / IONAWR 2021 



1 | P a g e  
 

From The Clergy 
 

A few years ago Ruth and I were in a shopping centre debating the merits of 
buying travel bags for flying. Whilst discussing an essential for international 
travel, the colour of ones’ luggage strap for baggage in the hold of an aircraft, 
the unforeseen happened.  
 

Having been bombarded with the soundtrack Santa Baby, in the middle of the 
luggage store I heard, seemingly for the first time, the song I want to see 
Christmas through your eyes. In this song Gloria Estefan (Cuban-American 
singer and songwriter, born in 1957) leads us into the essential meaning of 
Christmas.  
 

What happens when we say to Jesus Christ, “I want to see Christmas through 
your eyes”?  
 

Twitter, the social media platform, once said to its users that a tweet had a 
limit of 140 characters. Well, here follows a 140 word rendition of Christmas 
as told in the Four Gospels. (I wonder how your version of Christmas would 
read in 140 words?)  
 

Having existed always, Jesus Christ – the Logos – entered time and space.  
 

Jesus is born into poverty – Joseph and Mary offer the poor persons’ sacrifice 
in the Temple of two doves.  
Jesus is born into homelessness – no room at the inn leads to a stable.  
Jesus is the illegitimate child of a teenage pregnancy in a backwater province 
of the Roman Empire.  
Visited and adored by locals – uncouth and aromatic shepherds – and 
foreigners – the Magi – the life of Jesus began as it ended, in jeopardy.  
He was born as he died, his life was condemned.  
The worship which Herod desired to offer was not that of the shepherds, nor 
the Magi.  Jesus became a refugee.  
His family and supporters helped him flee to safety, in Egypt.  
An angel sounded the all-clear and the Holy Family returned to their home in 
Nazareth.  
 

Perspective is everything. According to the Gospels, Christmas, as seen from 
the eyes of Jesus, equals poverty, homelessness, illegitimacy, adoration, 
condemnation and becoming a refugee! 

 
Is this at the heart of your celebration this Christmas?  What have we done 
to the commemoration of Christmas so that we have lost sight of the facts of 
Jesus’ birth?  
 
You may be forgiven for thinking, that I am a latter-day Cromwellian! That is 
to say, in 1647, the Puritan-led English Parliament banned the celebration of 
Christmas, replacing it with a day of fasting.  
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It was not until the Restoration of King Charles II in 1660 when the ban was 
lifted. Well, I’m not pleading for a ban of Christmas – though it is fascinating 
to consider what would happen if we trimmed away all the festivities in which 
we are currently involved.  Well, it will be interesting to see how much the 
Covid pandemic will impose this on us.  
 

However, I am inviting us that we pray like this, “Lord Jesus Christ help me 
to see Christmas through your eyes.”  
 

If poverty, homelessness, illegitimacy, adoration, condemnation and 
becoming a refugee are the facts of the Nativity of Jesus, what then is our 
response?  How do we faithfully celebrate the Feast of the Nativity?  
 

A first-fruit of this prayer is the realization that our faith and politics are 
inseparable.  In essence, politics is an acknowledgement that in every human 
relationship there is a balance, often an imbalance, of power.  
 

We wield power, in a paraphrase of Ecclesiastes chapter three (3.3), “to kill 
and to heal; to break down, and to build up.”  
It can be way too comfortable for us to say that we are celebrating the 
“mystery of the Incarnation.”  Because the truth of this mystery is that “God 
with us” has entered into the world of human relationships. God has entered 
politics, that is to say each and every human relationship.  
 
Jesus Christ –  
became poor so that we might enjoy the treasures of abundant life (Jn 10.10); 
became homeless so that we might find our true home with Christ  

(Rev 22.13); 
was illegitimate so that we might become the righteousness of God (Cor 5.1); 
was adored by outcasts and foreigners so that we might be assured of 
salvation (Mt 25.40);  
was condemned by the powerful so that we might be emboldened when 
condemned (Mk 15.1-15); 
fled as a refugee so that we might be inspired to serve those who flee for their 
lives (Mt 5.10-12). 
 
Forgive me for being blunt but: Does Jesus Christ recognize himself in our 
gift-giving?  Who is served through all our spending?  
 

Will Jesus be glorified in our eating and drinking at this season?  Whom do we 
include and exclude?  Are we welcoming Jesus Christ into our lives through 
our frenetic seasonal preparations and activities?  
 

Whenever you pray during the Twelve Days of Christmas, join with me in 
offering this prayer, “Lord Jesus Christ help me to see Christmas through your 
eyes.”  
 

May God give us the grace to respond to what we discover with faithful 
service.  
 

Fr Mark (Rector) 
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CHURCH LIFE 
 

Mission and Ministry in the Benefice 
 

Life is a series of “ups and downs” at the moment, isn’t it?  The pandemic 
seemed to drop off in August and we relaxed with gratitude – so much so that 
I had a small gathering of no more than 6 people at a time in my house to 
celebrate my birthday on 31st August.  It all looked to be positive then, but 
almost immediately after (on 8th September) we went into the local lockdown 
in Caerphilly, which came as quite a shock!  To think that this virus was on 
the increase again was a great worry.  In response we reduced the number 
of church services on offer, improved the weekly digital services, and focussed 
on creationtide services in St Andrew’s garden, which were a delight! 
 

Then came this “fire-break” for the whole of Wales – which was much more 
stringent, and during which churches could not open other than for funerals. 
It lasted 17 days and ended on 9th November.  We were not sure until it ended 
whether we would be able to re-open the churches again, so we planned a 
series of digital (Zoom) services through November and December, because 
that was the only certainty we had!  
 

Well, as you know, the end of the fire-break allowed churches to open again, 
and on the first Sunday available we celebrated Eucharist in all three 
Caerphilly churches, and now plan to hold mid-week services as well (but this 
time alternating between St Andrew’s and St Catherine’s). Sadly, Eglwysilan 
still remains shut for the present, because so many people are still anxious 
about gathering together, and also because of transport difficulties.  Many of 
them are enjoying the digital services on Sunday mornings, which have 
proved very popular – we even had a visitor from Canada one week (a friend 
of Father Mark’s), which was lovely! 
 

We keep working on improving digital services - especially because we still 
cannot sing in church – so we have introduced recorded hymns, and on 
Remembrance Sunday, we included a filmed section for the act of 
remembrance.  More such filming is planned for the Advent carol service – so 
“watch this space”.  Technology has been a boon, of course, enabling us to 
film people doing readings, reflections, and most memorably – Ceri Holloway 
preaching on All Saints – and include these films in the services.  We have 
been able to reach out into YouTube for recordings of hymns so that we can 
all sing along enthusiastically at home, with no fear of having our voices 
criticised, because we are all on “mute”! What a wonderful way to start the 
day on Sundays! 
 

Finance continues to be a worry, despite wonderful donations coming from 
across the benefice for which we are so very grateful!  However, thanks to a 
brilliant grant from the Heritage Lottery emergency fund, as well as two grants 
from the diocese, things are looking much better than they were, and the 
latest forecast shows us coming in just over the £60k policy for our 
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unrestricted reserves, whereas last month we looked as if we might come in 
under that.  There may be more grants to come, depending on decisions to 
be taken in the next couple of weeks, but I am more hopeful for the 2020 
accounts than I was this time last year.  The main issue I think we face is 
2021 – and the unknown factor of how long the present situation will persist. 
I have heard many different views on this, but I think the consensus is that 
we won’t get out of it until we have a reliable vaccine distributed widely 
through the populations across the planet.  
 

Meantime - we have been making good progress on physical building works:  
 November should see the new garden of remembrance completed in St 

Martin’s – just in time, as well, because there are now very few spaces left 
in the one we have been using recently.    

 Two small jobs in St Ilan’s have received faculty approval – the re-
positioning of the Mothers’ Union board which came out from St Peter’s 
when it was emptied, and the installation of a CCTV camera to try to 
prevent the damage that was being done when we last had the building 
open all day for visitors.  

 Several jobs at St Andrew’s are being progressed – two to complete the 
recommendations from the last quinquennial in 2017, and one to replace 
the inside front door with a stunning glass door including a celtic knot 
design.  This last one still needs faculty approval.   

 Various other initiatives are being discussed – solar panels on the roof of 
St Martin’s, and the installation of audio visual equipment to enable us to 
film services – also at St Martin’s.  Both of these should be seen as “tasters” 
which may be extended to other churches in due course. 

 Progress in now being made towards the Eco-church award – St Catherine’s 
and St Ilan’s each have a list of fairly simple tasks to complete in order to 
get to the bronze award, and we will be looking at St Andrew’s very soon. 

 

All of this is being facilitated by digital meetings on Zoom, with shared screens 
to enable us to complete documentation online while everyone involved can 
give comments and suggest improvements. I can’t see us reverting to 
physical meetings for these things any time soon – even if we get “back to 
normal” from Covid.        
 

But the big question at the moment is “what will Christmas look like this 
year”?  We clearly cannot gather together socially, but we are planning several 
events which we hope will bring some Christmas joy to us all: 
 We are hoping to run a raffle – needing to be creative here about how we 

do it in a socially distanced way – so watch this space for advertising. 
 There is the 10k run which Fr Ed, Ordinand Ruth and Barbara’s son Philip 

(Dill) are busy training for – they have now worked out a route which takes 
them close to all three Caerphilly Churches (the mountain up to Eglwysilan 
is a “bridge too far” really!) Money is coming in through Just Giving and 
also in cash – so please keep it going. 

 Nerys is working on a Benefice cookbook – so please keep sending in your 
favourite recipes so that we can complete it in the new year. 
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 Angie has been making Christmas face masks to sell – these should now 
be available in the churches. 

 My brother has cupboards full of jams and pickles, so we may put these 
out for sale in the churches as well. 

 we are planning a Christmas quiz with carols, jokes, readings etc. – like we 
have done in the past in the “Rose and Crown”, but now digital. 

 

So although we cannot physically gather socially, nor raise money from our 
usual social/fundraising events, we still remain active – the church is still busy 
in this Benefice, and we are still working hard to fulfil our pastoral, 
stewardship and charitable objectives.  
 

May God’s blessing rest on all of us, and steer us through these dark days, as 
we pass through the next two months of Advent and Christmas – with a vision 
of moving from darkness into light – and the hope of a new and different 
future not too far away. 
 

May I wish you all a very Happy Christmas, and a New Year full of hope and 
joy…      
 

Deryn McAndrew (Rector’s Warden & Treasurer) 
 
 
 

 
 

Tickets can only be bought at our Church buildings so 
don’t forget to buy yours when you attend for worship. 
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We are now re-open for public worship in our Church buildings. 
 

Each Sunday the Benefice will now be offering: 
 

9am –     Digital Sunday service on Zoom 
9.30am -    Eucharist at St. Catherine’s 
10.30am – Eucharist at St. Martin’s 
3pm –     Eucharist at St. Andrew’s 

 

 
In addition, we will also offer a Wednesday evening Eucharist at 7pm.  
This will alternate each week between St. Catherine’s & St. Andrew’s, 

starting from Wednesday 18th November at St. Catherine’s. 
 

For all services, booking will still be required.  Please contact 
07859 301397 or email impact.eandc@gmail.com to book your place. 

 
  
Christmas services in our Church buildings. 
 

In addition to the above, we now plan to offer the following services in our 
churches (assuming restrictions do not change): 
 

Bookings for all Christmas services will be available from Monday 14th December. 
 

Christmas Eve: 
 

 

St. Martin’s 
 

 

St. Andrew’s 
 

St. Catherine’s 
 

2pm– outdoor crib service 
 

6pm– Eucharist 
 

11.30pm– Midnight Mass 
 

 

2pm– outdoor crib service 
 

6pm- Eucharist 

 
 

 
6pm- Eucharist 

 
Christmas Day: 
 

 

St. Martin’s 
 

 

St. Andrew’s 
 

St. Catherine’s 
 

9.30am- Eucharist 
 

 

9.30am- Eucharist 
 

9.30am- Eucharist 
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In addition to our usual weekly Sunday service at 9am, we also now have a 
number of other special services planned for Zoom: 

 

29th November (Advent 1) 
 6pm – Advent Lessons & Carols service 
 
3rd December 
 7pm – ‘Forever Loved’ – a service to remember loved ones 
 
10th December 
 5.30pm – St. Catherine’s 20th anniversary service of Thanksgiving 
 
20th December (Advent 4) 
 6pm – Lessons & Carols service 
 
24th December (Christmas Eve) 
 4pm – Family Crib & Christingle service 
 
For details to join any of these services, please do contact Nerys, our Benefice 
Administrator.  Email: impact.eandc@gmail.com or phone: 07469 952266. 
 
 
Don’t have access to Zoom? 
 

For Advent Sunday, we will also be opening St. Martin’s so those who can’t 
access Zoom will be able to join the service via a big screen link.  We don’t 
want anyone to miss this special occasion so please do phone to book your 
place as usual. 
 

If this is successful we also plan to make the same offer available on 20th 
December for the Benefice lessons and carols service. 
  

 
Ministry Area Leadership Team 
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Lectionary 
 

Here is the Church in Wales’ list of readings for each day which can be ideal 
to use in your daily prayer life.  The Gospel reading is given for weekdays and 
the full list of Scripture and Collect prayer for each Sunday.    
 

The Diocesan Daily Prayer Intentions for each Sunday are also provided up 
until the end of this year.  
 

29th November – The First Sunday of Advent 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness and to put on the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in 
which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility; that on the last day, when he 
shall come again in his glorious majesty to 
judge the living and the dead, we may rise to 
the life immortal; through him who is alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Isaiah 64. 1-9 
Psalm 80. 1-7 
1 Corinthians 1. 3-9 
Mark 13. 24-37 

1. Baglan, Stephen Jenkyns (Vicar), Canon Elaine Jenkyns (Curate) and 
Pam Luke (Reader). 

2. The Lusitanian Church and the Right Rev’d Jorge Pina Cabral (Bishop). 
30th November – Andrew, Apostle Matthew 4. 18-22 
1st December Luke 10. 21-24 
2nd December Matthew 15. 29-39 
3rd December Matthew 7. 21-27 
4th December Matthew 9. 27-31 
5th December Matthew 9.35 – 10.1, 5-8 
6th December – The Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to 
redeem the world and will send him again to 
be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, we may be ready 
to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Isaiah 40. 1-11 
Psalm 85. 8-13 
2 Peter 3. 8-15a 
Mark 1. 1-8 
 

1. Pyle & Kenfig, Dr. Duncan Walker (Vicar). 
2. The Reformed Episcopal Church of Spain and the Right Rev’d Carlos 

Lopez-Lozano (Bishop). 
7th December Luke 5. 17-26 
8th December Matthew 18. 12-14 
9th December Matthew 9. 35-38 
10th December Matthew 11. 7-15 
11th December Luke 4. 16-21 
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12th December John 4. 31-38 
13th December – The Third Sunday of Advent 
 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming 
sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: grant that the ministers and 
stewards of your mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready your way by turning 
the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom 
of the just, that at your second coming to 
judge the world we may be found an 
acceptable people in your sight; for you are 
alive and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Isaiah 61. 1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5. 16-24 
John 1. 6-8, 19-28 
 

1. Dulais Valley, Emma Street (Curate) and Vicar (to be appointed). 
2. The Falkland Islands and the Right Rev’d Timothy Thornton (Bishop). 
14th December Matthew 21. 23-27 
15th December Matthew 21.28-32 
16th December Luke 7. 19-23 
17th December – O Wisdom! Matthew 1. 1-7, 17 
18th December – O Adonai! Matthew 1. 18-25 
19th December – O Root of Jesse! Luke 1. 5-25 
20th December – The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: 
grant that, as she looked for his coming as 
our Saviour, so we may be ready to greet 
him when he comes again as our judge; who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
2 Samuel 7. 1-11, 16 
Psalm 89 1-8 
Romans 16. 25-27 
Luke 1. 26-38 
 

1. Tonypandy with Clydach Vale & Williamstown, Terry Cox (Vicar), Jeffrey 
Thomas (Assistant Priest) and Barbara Thomas (Reader). 

2. Mission agencies and their ministry throughout the Anglican 
Communion, including the Mothers’ Union around the world. 

21st December – O Dayspring! Luke 1. 39-45  
22nd December – O King of the nations! Luke 1. 46-56 
23rd December – O Emmanuel! Luke 1. 57-66 
24th December – Christmas Eve Luke 1. 67-79 
25th December – The Nativity of our Lord Luke 2. 1-14 [15-20] 
26th December – Stephen, Deacon & Martyr Matthew 23. 34-39 
27th December – John, Apostle & Evangelist 
 

Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light 
upon the Church; that, being enlightened by 
the teaching of your blessed apostle and 
evangelist Saint John, we may so walk in the 
light of your truth that we may at last attain 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Exodus 33. 7-11a 
Psalm 117 
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to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, whom by 
the power of the Spirit you raised to live with 
you, his God and Father, for ever and ever. 
 

1 John 1 
John 21. 19b-25 
 

1. Benefice of Ystradyfodwg and Haydn England-Simon SSC (Vicar). 
2. For Christians in other denominations and the work of the ecumenical 

movement, his Holiness Pope Francis (Bishop), his All Holiness 
Archbishop Bartholomew of Constantinople, World Council of Churches, 
World Methodist Council and World Communion of Reformed Churches. 

28th December – The Innocents Matthew 2. 13b-18 
29th December Luke 2. 22-35 
30th December Luke 2. 36-40 
31st December John 1. 1-18 
1st January – Naming of Jesus Luke 2. 15-21 
2nd January John 1. 19-28 
3rd January – The Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Almighty God, in the birth of your Son you 
have poured on us the new light of your 
incarnate Word, and shown us the fullness of 
your love: help us to walk in his light and 
dwell in his love that we may know the 
fullness of his joy; who is alive and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Jeremiah 31. 7-14 
Psalm 147. 12-20 
Ephesians 1. 3-14 
John 1. [1-9] 10-18 
 

4th January John 1. 35-42 
5th January John 1. 43-51 
6th January – The Epiphany of our Lord Matthew 2. 1-12 
7th January Matthew 4. 12-17, 23-25 
8th January Mark 6. 30-44 
9th January Mark 6. 45-52 
10th January – The Baptism of Christ | Anglican Communion Sunday 
 

Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, anointing him 
with the Holy Spirit: grant that we who are 
born again by water and the Spirit may 
rejoice to be called your children; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Genesis 1. 1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts 19. 1-7 
Mark 1. 4-11 
 

11th January Mark 1. 14-20 
12th January Mark 1. 21-28 
13th January Mark 1. 29-39 
14th January Mark 1. 40-end 
15th January Mark 2. 1-12 
16th January Mark 2. 13-17 
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17th January – The Second Sunday of Epiphany | Week of prayer for  
        Christian Unity 
 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things 
new: transform the poverty of our nature by 
the riches of your grace, and in the renewal 
of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
1 Samuel 3. 1-10 
Psalm 139. 1-10 
Revelation 5. 1-10 
John 1. 43-51 
 

18th January Mark 2. 18-22 
19th January Mark 2. 23-end 
20th January Mark 3. 1-6 
21st January Mark 3. 7-12 
22nd January Mark 3. 13-19 
23rd January Mark 3. 20-21 
24th January – the Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 

Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs 
and miracles the wonder of your saving 
presence: renew your people with your 
heavenly grace, and in all our weakness 
sustain us by your mighty power; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 

Collect prayer to the left, 
prayer cycle below. 
 
Genesis 14. 17-20 
Psalm 128 
Revelation 19. 6-10 
John 2. 1-11 
 

25th January – the Conversion of Paul Matthew 19. [24-26] 27-30 
26th January Mark 3. 31-35 
27th January – Holocaust Memorial Day Mark 4. 1-20 
28th January Mark 4. 21-25 
29th January Mark 4. 26-34 
30th January Mark 4. 35-41 
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CELEBRATING ADVENT 
 

Making your own Christingle – by Ordinand Ruth 
 

One of the most familiar signs of Christmas in the 
Church is the Christingle, which has been used in 
Britain for more than 50 years to help us to 
understand the mystery of God’s love for the world. 
This year we will be gathering online, so we won’t be 
able to provide Christingles to you for our services. 
However, we will be making Christingles together, 
and we hope that you will be able to join us or to 
share photographs of your Christingles with us.  
 

To make your own Christingle you will need: 
 

 An orange.  
 

The orange represents the world, which is round like the Earth and can be 
both bitter and sweet.  
You can use any round fruit, though it is helpful if it has a tough skin so 
that it can hold the weight of the candle and other fruits you will be adding 
to it later. If your orange has a flat part where the stalk was then you might 
want to put that at the bottom to help it to balance, or you could cut a 
small slice off the bottom of the orange so that it will stand still more easily. 
 

 A red ribbon. 
 

The ribbon wraps around the middle of the orange, representing the saving 
love of Christ that wraps around all of our lives. The red of the ribbon 
represents the blood of Christ, reminding us that it was through the 
sacrifice of Jesus’ life on the cross that we have been brought to eternal 
life. 
You can use red sticky tape, a strip of red paper, or could even draw a thick 
line around your orange using a red pen. 
 

 Four cocktail sticks with small sweets on them. 
 

The four cocktail sticks are stuck into the orange, equally spaced out. These 
can represent the four seasons, and the fruits of the Earth that God gives 
to us in those seasons. They can also represent the four Gospels, 
proclaiming the good news of Christ to all corners of the world and helping 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit to grow in our lives. 
You can use dried fruit like raisins or sultanas, small marshmallows, or 
small jelly sweets; anything that is soft enough to be pushed onto the 
cocktail sticks.  
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 A candle. 
 

The candle is placed into the top of the orange to represent the light of 
Christ who is coming into the world at Christmas. 
Traditionally a small x shaped cut is made in the top of the orange so that 
the candle can be pushed into it securely. If you are using a birthday candle 
that you have at home then it might have a candle holder that you could 
push into the top of the orange instead. If your candle doesn’t have a 
holder then you could wrap the bottom end of the candle in silver foil to 
stop the wax from dripping onto the orange. 
 

We will all be making our Christingles together during the Christingle service 
that we are holding on Zoom at 4pm on Christmas Eve, so please do come 
and join us to share in the joy of the Christmas celebrations and show us your 
creative Christingles. 
 
 
 
Advent Calendar 
 

Instead of the usual advent calendar focussed around chocolates, why not try 
a more contemplative calendar this year?  Perhaps a prayer each day, or a 
short piece of scripture?   
 

#AdventWord offers a way to 
reflect and pause for the Advent 
season and await the birth of Christ.  
You can receive updates by email or 
through various social media 
platforms offering a daily 
meditation and visual image.  You 
can also include your own personal 
reflections of your Advent journey.  
See their website for more details: 
https://adventword.org/en/home/ 
 

If you are not able to access their 
online resources, you can still use 
their daily word prompt to offer 
your own time of reflection at 
home.  Here are this year’s words 
that you can reflect on each day: 
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Jesse Tree 
 

The Jesse Tree represents the family tree of Jesus. 
Each day represents a Bible story about God’s 
people before Jesus was born and each prepares 
the way for the coming of the Messiah.  The 
tradition of the Jesse Tree dates back to the middle 
ages and its name comes from Isaiah 11:1.  Jesse 
is the father of King David and the saviour was to 
come from David’s line. 
 

Traditionally ornaments are placed on a tree to 
represent each day.  The tree could be your main 
Christmas tree, a separate tree or even a poster 
tree on your wall.  You can make your own baubles 
to represent each story or you can use the templates provided on the final 
pages. 
 

Historically the Jesse Tree daily readings would correspond with the readings 
from the daily Mass, but as the lectionary changes from year to year there 
are many versions of the Jesse Tree you can follow.  We have included a 
simple set you could follow at home from 1st to 25th December: 
 
Date Theme Reading 
1st Dec Creation Genesis 1:1-31, 2:1-4 
2nd Dec Adam & Eve Genesis 2:7-9, 15-25; 3:1-24 
3rd Dec Noah Genesis 6:5-19; 7:16-24; 8:1, 6-11,15-22 
4th Dec Babel Genesis 11:1-9 
5th Dec Abraham Genesis 12:1-7, 15:1-6 
6th Dec Isaac Genesis 22:1-14 
7th Dec Jacob Genesis 25:19-34; 28:10-18 
8th Dec Joseph Genesis 37:23-28; 45:1-15 
9th Dec Moses Exodus 3:1-10 
10th Dec Israelites Exodus 20:1-17 
11th Dec Joshua Joshua 5:13-15; 6:1-20 
12th Dec Gideon Judges 6: 11-12,16-23;7:1-22 
13th Dec Samson Judges 16:4-31 
14th Dec Ruth Ruth 1:1-19; 2:1-20; 4:13-17 
15th Dec Samuel 1 Samuel 3:1-18 
16th Dec Jesse 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
17th Dec David 1 Samuel 17:12-51 
18th Dec Solomon 1 Kings 3:5-28 
19th Dec Elijah 1 Kings 18:1-46 
20th Dec Jonah Jonah 1:1-16; 2:1-1; 3:1-10; 4:1-11 
21st Dec John the Baptist Luke 3:2-19 



15 | P a g e  
 

22nd Dec Joseph Matthew 1:18-24 
23rd Dec Mary Matthew 1:18-24; Luke 1:26-38 
24th Dec Wise men Matthew 2:1-12 
25th Dec Jesus Luke 2:1-6 

 
 
 
Benefice Posada – by Deryn McAndrew 
 

Posada was an old Mexican tradition where young 
people dressed as Mary and Joseph and travelled 
from house to house in the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, asking for a room for the night, and 
telling people about the imminent arrival of Jesus. 
On Christmas Eve they would visit the local 
church to re-enact the nativity and place figures 
of Mary and Joseph in a crib. 
 

Modern day Posada uses nativity figures of Mary and Joseph and the donkey 
to travel from place to place, giving each ‘host’ the chance to create their own 
celebration in their home or place in the community, worshipping and 
reaching out to their communities with the real message of Christmas, and 
making room for Jesus in their lives.  
 

So what is involved?  For a few years between about 2010 and 2016, a knitted 
holy family including donkey, used to travel around the Benefice from house 
to house.  Everyone who wanted to join in with this “pilgrimage” added their 
name to a rota for a night that best suited them to ‘host’ Mary & Joseph. For 
that evening, they were encouraged to be creative about what they did to 
celebrate their part of the journey - for instance to invite friends and family 
to sing carols and to talk about the meaning of Christmas. A diary 
accompanied Mary and Joseph, and this was used to record the time they 
spent with each person. On the following day – the Holy Family moved on to 
the next person on the list, ending up at St Martin’s for Midnight Mass. We 
used to divide up the days of Advent, so that each church had an opportunity 
to participate, starting on Advent Sunday. 
 
Of course, we won’t be able to do a Benefice Posada this year, but what 
creative ways could you include it in your preparations at home?  Could you 
make a Holy family set and move it around your house?  Perhaps from room 
to room, or travelling to your nativity set?  Let us know your creative ideas! 
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SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

Forever Loved – by Fr Edward 
 

One of the most difficult things that I have experienced during the pandemic 
has been officiating at funerals.  I remember distinctly the first funeral I 
happened to be a part of when the lockdown was announced.  I remember 
having to watch a father choose which 10 people of the 30 gathered at the 
crematorium who would be allowed to attend the funeral of his 23-year-old 
son in the Chapel.  I watched him break down in tears as he had to pick which 
family members were in and which were out.  It was devastating, and in fact 
every funeral since then has carried with it the distinct sense of brutal 
unfairness.  For many of us, we might not remember a time where there has 
been such heartbreak on a National scale.  Families and friends have not been 
given the proper opportunity to mourn 
their lost loved ones, and even for us 
as a Benefice we have not been able to 
offer our usual services of 
commemoration for the families with 
whom we have helped in funeral 
services.  
 

This year we hope to invite all who 
might have lost a loved one to a Zoom 
Act of Memorial with a service called 
“Forever Loved”. This service will seek 
God’s comfort, healing and consolation 
in prayer for those who have lost 
someone dear to them. If you or 
anyone you know might like to be part 
of this Service which will be on the 
Thursday 3rd December then please do 
contact us.  
 
 
 
Benefice 10K run  
 

On Saturday 5th December Fr Ed, 
Ordinand Ruth and Barbara’s son Philip 
(Dill) will each be running 10K around 
Caerphilly to raise funds for our 
Benefice.  They will be starting at 2pm 
at St. Martin’s Church and here’s a 
view of their route, finishing again at 
St. Martin’s: 
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The team have already received much support in donations and messages of 
encouragement for which we are so very grateful.  They would also ask for 
your support on the day.  This pack includes a poster which you may like to 
display in your windows in support of the team.  Also if you live along the 
route or nearby, they would very much welcome friendly faces of support to 
greet and encourage them along the way. 
 
 
 
A Covid Christmas  
 

As Christians today, we are called to witness afresh 
to the good news of Jesus in every age and time.  As 
Christians we believe in the absolute uniqueness of 
the person of Jesus, and that in every situation we 
face in life Jesus is there supporting and loving us.  
This year cannot be any different, and despite everything that has happened 
and everything that will still happen we believe Jesus is present with us in 
good times and in bad.  As such, and as a part of our ministry to the schools 
in the Benefice we are going to proclaim afresh the Nativity Story, but with a 
twist.  We are in the process of drafting a script telling the story of the birth 
of Jesus as it happened during this time of pandemic.  This means, we want 
to be clear in our message that despite the pandemic, the hope of the Christ 
child shines through any darkness.  So, the story will be set in a world of 
physical distancing, mask wearing and hand sanitising.  
 

Our hope is that the script will be acted out by members of our Junior Church 
and Youth Group especially for the schools and families in our Benefice that 
they can hear once again of the birth of the saviour of the world.  Do watch 
out for more details on this! 
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CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 
 

After Christmas Day has past, we often turn our eyes towards the next holiday 
in the calendar – New Year’s Eve.  But the Church calendar has a few 
important feast days that you can also observe before the end of the year.  
We have included some reflections about these holy days and also the Collect 
for each day that you may wish to offer at home. 
 
 
26th December - Saint Stephen  

- by Mthr Pauline 
 

Died 36 CE, Christian Deacon in Jerusalem and the 
first Christian martyr. His defence of his faith before 
the rabbinic court enraged his Jewish audience, and 
he was taken out of the city and stoned to death.  
His final words; a prayer of forgiveness for his 
attackers (Acts of the Apostles 7:60, 23:34). 
Stephen is the patron saint of deacons and 
stonemasons. 
 

The 26th of December is usually so packed with 
feasting and celebrating that we often overlook St Stephen a Deacon 
dedicated to helping those in need, a man who lost his life standing firm for 
what he believed.  We may even sing the carol “Good King Wenceslas first 
looked out on the feast of Stephen” without a second thought for the saint. 
 

During these times of Covid-19 and considering the vast amount of lives lost 
to this virus, he is now even more relevant.  This is simply because we are 
now living with a virus that has killed so many people, many of whom were 
dedicating their lives to the care of others.  We have brave people within the 
care system and in our hospitals who despite the risks they face every day 
are standing by what they believe in, so that our loved ones stay safe.  This 
act of service is so true to what St Stephen stood for, these men and women 
are truly encompassing what it means to be the servant and carer of others. 
 

St Stephen, pray for all of us this Christmas as we overcome our own 
struggles.  Help us to stand strong and bravely face the future, whatever it 
may bring.  May we look to your story and know strength and resilience. 
 
Collect Prayer  
Gracious Father, who gave the first martyr Stephen grace to pray for those 
who stoned him: grant that in all our sufferings for the truth we may learn to 
love even our enemies and to seek forgiveness for those who desire our hurt, 
looking up to heaven to him who was crucified for us, Jesus Christ, our 
Mediator and Advocate, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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27th December - Saint John the Apostle  

 - by Fr Edward 
 

I remember being asked in school by our R.E 
teacher, “Who was a quicker runner, Peter or John?”  
I remember thinking what a silly question that was 
at the time, and how on earth might we know the 
answer to that?  Well the answer is found in the 20th 
chapter of John’s Gospel, where after hearing of the 
empty tomb from Mary Magdalene, both Peter and 
the disciple whom Jesus loved ran to see the empty 
tomb.  We are told that the other disciple outran 
Peter (vv. 4) and reached the tomb first.  
 

This disciple whom Jesus loved is understood by Biblical scholars to be John 
the Apostle and Evangelist.  This was the disciple along with the other 
disciples; the Blessed Virgin, Mary Magdalene, Mary the wife of Clopas and 
the other women who were with Jesus from the beginning to the end of his 
Passion and death on Good Friday.  This same disciple wrote the Gospel of 
John who ended his writing by saying, ‘This is the disciple who is bearing 
witness to these things, and who has written these things; and we know that 
his testimony is true.’  
 

The busy-ness of Christmas can often lead us to forget John’s feast day which 
will occur on the 27th December, and yet along with the other disciples who 
witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection, we have so much to be thankful to 
them for.  These eyewitnesses of the resurrection of Jesus provide us with the 
real substance to our faith.  In this extra ordinary year, let us do our best to 
give thanks for John and all the other witnesses of the resurrection and pray 
that we too can follow their example and testify to the overwhelming love of 
God for each and every one of us.  
 
Collect Prayer  
Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church; that, being 
enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint John, 
we may so walk in the light of your truth that we may at last attain to the 
light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, 
whom by the power of the Spirit you raised to live with you, his God and 
Father, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
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28th December - The Innocents  

- by Fr Mark 
 

The greatest liturgical casualty of Christmas is the 
commemoration of "The Innocents". There are a 
number of worthy candidates: Stephen - Deacon 
and First Martyr (26th); John, Apostle and 
Evangelist (27th; Thomas of Canterbury (1170) - 
Bishop and Martyr (29th); John Wycliffe (1384) 
Priest and Translator (31st). But we lose so much 
when we neglect to commemorate The Innocents. 
For me, this feast reminds us about the meaning of 
Christmas as it really is in our world today.  My understanding has been 
transformed by a description below which was read at every Eucharist 
celebrating the Innocents in the last parish in which I served in Vancouver, 
BC, Canada.  My prayer is that you find these words both inspiring and 
challenging.  Also, that with me you might read them on Monday 28th 
December.  
 

"The story of the Holy Innocents is found in the Gospel according to Matthew, 
and it is the story of an atrocity.  Herod the Great was titled “king of the 
Jews,” but he held his throne at the pleasure of the Roman emperor.  The 
pre-cariousness of his power made him all the more ruthless in defending it. 
Thus, when he learned that the Christ, the true king of the Jews, had been 
born at Bethlehem, Herod wanted to do away with him.  But he did not know 
the exact identity of the child, so he sent his troops to slaughter all the infants 
of Bethlehem on the chance that one of the victims would be the Christ-child. 
 

The murdered infants never had an opportunity to know Jesus or to confess 
him in their own right.  But they all died for the sake of Christ, and Herod’s 
atrocity sealed the name of Christ on each one of them.  The Holy Innocents 
are therefore considered the prototype of all Christian martyrs. 
 

The Holy Innocents may also be considered the patron saints of our own age. 
For we live in an age of atrocities, in a time infamous for the slaughter of 
innocent bystanders who never chose the causes for which they have been 
made to die.  By celebrating this feast, we perform an office for the Holy 
Innocents and all other victims of massacre.  We become their voice and cry 
out for God to remember the slaughtered — and to remember them for the 
sake of Christ, himself the great Innocent who was crucified by “the rulers of 
this age.””      

  For All the Saints - Prayers and Readings for Saints’ Days  
© 2007, General Synod of the Anglican Church of Canada. 

 
Collect Prayer 
Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod: by your great 
might frustrate all evil designs, and establish your reign of justice, love and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord who is alive and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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New year - renewal of Covenant – by Mthr Pauline 
 

Every year, wherever I find myself either at home or in a church, I renew my 
covenant with God.  I have read it out loud alone and reflected on it in silence.  
I have sneaked it into the first sermon of the year often to the surprise of 
parishioners.  It is the one of the things that I feel really strongly about.  I 
first heard the prayer at a Methodist service when St Michael’s Collage was 
also home to Methodist Students.  I found that the words embedded into my 
heart as soon as I heard them and have remained with me since. 
 

To my joy, a full Eucharistic version of the service can be found on the Church 
of England website, and I have condensed it into a non-Eucharistic version to 
use at Home (see separate booklet).  My hope is that you will pray over every 
word as you find yourself accepting the past, finding forgiveness, and freeing 
yourself to forgive and move forward, offering all that you are to God.  This 
willingness to offer all that we are to God, whatever the future may bring, in 
all circumstances, accepting when things are good or bad, knowing that God 
is yours and you are his, it the most freeing experience.  It is filled with hope 
and a willingness to embrace the will of God, whatever that may be, with 
great Joy. 
 

May His will be done in all things; Happy New Year. 
 
 
 
 
6th January – The Epiphany of our Lord  
 

Each year we meet in our Churches to celebrate 
Epiphany, when the Magi came to visit the Christ 
Child.  Each Church houses a crib and at this service 
the Magi are placed in it, finally completing the 
nativity scene.  Chalk is blessed and used to mark 
the door frames and is also offered to parishioners to 
do the same at home.   
 

This year, chalk has been pre-blessed by Fr Mark and 
sent to you with this pack, along with a separate 
sheet you can follow.  We hope that you will join with 
us on Wednesday 6th January to offer your own celebration at home. 
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10th January - The Baptism of Christ 
- by Ordinand Ruth 

 

Each January, at a time when we are thinking 
about beginnings, the Church takes some time to 
remember and to celebrate the Baptism of Christ 
 

We remember the ministry of St John the Baptist, 
the prophet who foretold of Jesus’ coming, and 
who felt that he wasn’t worthy to baptise Jesus but 
did so because Jesus asked him to.  We read the 
deeply symbolic story from the Gospel; we see the 
Holy Spirit descending in the form of a dove, and 
we hear the voice of God the Father speaking.  All 
three persons of the Holy Trinity are seen or heard during this short story, 
which demonstrates the unity of God in the life and work of Jesus.  It also 
marks the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.   
 

Most Sundays for the next year we will be reading together from the Gospel 
according to St Mark, and as we do so we may notice that the baptism of 
Christ is the first event in St Mark’s Gospel.  St Mark’s Gospel is sometimes 
thought of as the ‘Hollywood blockbuster’ Gospel because of how short and 
fast paced it is, and the baptism is the story where Jesus bursts onto the 
scene, ready to begin his work.  We are shown and told that Jesus is God’s 
Beloved Son, and on the basis of that knowledge we can read and understand 
the rest of the story of the life of Jesus. 
 

We may also choose to use this celebration to remember our own baptism, or 
if we were baptised when we were too young to 
remember then we might look at any photographs or 
recall any stories that we know about our baptism. If 
we have children and/or godchildren then this is a 
great occasion to get in contact with them, to pray 
with them, and to remember the promises that we 
made when they were baptised.  Through our baptism 
we are each invited into the mystery that we see and 
hear in the story of the baptism of Christ – we are 
invited into relationship with God; Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.  As we celebrate the Baptism of Christ, as 
we think about our own baptism, may we set the 
scene for a year of journeying deeper into that 
relationship with God. 
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18th-25th January - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  
– by Fr Mark 

 

I trained at an ecumenical theological college; the 
only one of its kind in the U.K. at the time. As an 
ordinand in full-time residential training for 
ministry in the Anglican Church I studied, 
worshiped, socialized, ate and lived with students 
of the Methodist Church and United Reformed 
Church. During our training we worked closely with 
Roman Catholic seminarians and encountered 
brothers and sisters from the Baptist and Orthodox 
Churches.  
 

At first hand, I witnessed, and struggled with, what I came to understand as 
five ways of being committed to the full and visible unity of the Church: 
hostility, defensiveness, persistence, disappointment, and carelessness. 
 

One particular student simply would not engage whilst on an exchange with 
Roman Catholic seminarians: she took an isolationist and hostile position.  
 

During debates defensiveness was a common stance. Here, a student would 
engage with Christians of another denomination but in an entrenched and 
guarded way. 
 

For me, the most attractive ordinands were those who sought to engage 
openly and honestly. Those who embodied this approach combined a 
willingness to engage with resilience to setbacks – persistence was the mode 
of encounter. 
Other colleagues were disappointed “ecu-maniacs” for Christ! For them the 
ecumenical endeavour had not delivered. Determination had given way to 
despair. 
 

“God is so much bigger than our squabbling and cannot desire our 
brokenness, so we can ignore our differences,” so thought some around me. 
Although well intended, this position ultimately failed to engage. It was cheap 
and easy ecumenism - surely careless. 
 

What a range of commitment to the unity of the Church. Where are you on 
this spectrum? 
 

In the northern hemisphere, the traditional period for the observance of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is January 19-25…  Jesus himself prayed 
that his followers “may be one … so that they may be brought to complete 
unity” (John 17:23). Praying for the healing of the church’s divisions—and 
doing so together as often as possible—is an essential part of the ecumenical 
task. 
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CHRISTMAS REFLECTIONS 
 

1920 Benefice Christmas – by Jen Davies & Alison Charles 
 

The year 2020 has been a year we will never forget with the Covid-19 crisis 
deeply affecting various aspects of our lives in ways we have never 
experienced before.  Under normal circumstances we would be pitching in, 
spending and socialising at various Benefice events such as St Andrew’s 
Mistletoe Market, St Catherine’s Christmas Fete and the Tree Festival at St 
Martin’s. Definitely not appearing on the 2020 Christmas calendar!  
 

You may be interested in the following articles taken from our archived Parish 
Magazines for November and December one hundred years ago in 1920. 
World War 1 had only come to an end two years previously and the 
demobilisation process had only just been completed.  There was a housing 
crisis, frequent industrial troubles including a coal miners strike, and 
international upheaval.  Life was obviously very different then, but there are 
some surprising parallels to this year in the articles – postponements, debts 
to clear, and leaking roofs to name but a few… 
 

“PARISH OF CAERPHILLY  -  November 1920 – Bazaar 
Owing to the coal strike it has been decided to postpone the Bazaar which 
had been arranged for 24th and 25th of this month.  No date has yet been fixed 
for it owing to the prevailing conditions of trade.  We hope, however, to be in 
a position shortly to announce all particulars, including the dates, of our 
postponed bazaar.  In this we shall naturally be guided by the course of events 
in the coal industry. In the meantime preparations will be continued, and we 
respectfully appeal to our supporters to do all they can to complete all 
arrangements as speedily as possible, that we may be ready with our displays 
as soon as the locality will resume its normal state.  We hope as a result of 
our enterprise to cut off a good slice of the present debt of about £3,000 upon 
the new Hall.” 
 

Two more articles from the next magazine, not dated but presumably from 
early December 1920, indicate that both St Martin’s and St Catherine’s 
planned their Christmas Bazaars for the same two days in mid-December – a 
Wednesday and Thursday, the 15th and 16th.  
 

PARISH OF CAERPHILLY - GRAND BAZAAR  
We are very busy preparing for our Bazaar and Sale of Work to be held on 
the 15th and 16th inst. We earnestly appeal to all our people to render 
whatever help they can. We are anxious that a ticket at least should be 
purchased in every house. With an effort this can easily be accomplished. 
Then we are prepared to receive gifts for the various stalls; a good many have 
already arrived, but there is room for more. A debt of £3,000 is a real burden. 
We must all unite to get the New Hall free from this debt. In spite of the late 
coal strike there are abundant signs of prosperity. We appeal for goodwill and 
generosity towards the Bazaar which has been organised for the purpose of 
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reducing the debt. Let those who are in a opposition to give substantial 
support do their best…  as we have stated many times before the roof is 
defective and admits the rain… the Building Committee will not accept any 
temporary patching in place of a permanently sound and waterproof roof, 
which surely can be reasonably expected after the expenditure of such a huge 
amount on its construction.” 
 

Sir James German KBE of Duffryn Ffrwd was drafted in for a grand opening 
ceremony on the first day, with W. North Esq., of Lisvane doing the honours 
on the second day.  55 affluent people are listed as patrons of the Bazaar, 
including “The Rt. Rev. The Lord Bishop of Llandaff, The Rt. Hon The Earl of 
Plymouth, The Countess of Plymouth, Sir William James Thomas, Bart., 
various high ranking local military personnel such as Col Birrel Anthony, JP’s, 
Councillors and local businessmen.   
 

There were nine stalls in total including an Agricultual stall, a Grocery stall, 
and a Vegetable stall. The biggest seems to have been the “Fancy and Toy” 
stall as it was operated by twelve ladies. Not much demand for Refreshments 
– just four helpers, and only two on the “Cakes and Apron” stall.  
At the end of the magazine is the following article: 
 

ST. CATHERINE’S - The Bazaar 
This event, owing to the strike, was postponed to December 15th and 16th.  A 
few of the faithful workers of St Catherine’s have worked regularly and well 
for this. Will all the members of the congregation and their friends rally round 
on 15th and 16th and give their support. Buy your week’s groceries at the 
bazaar, purchase your Christmas present there. All articles will be sold at 
reasonable cost. We ask each purchaser of the magazine to buy a ticket. 
 
 
 
Christmases Past – by Barbara Turner 
 

Christmas to me has always been traditions and magic; some remembered 
from my childhood and some newer ones. I was born in Canton, in a nursing 
home close to St John’s Church and was baptised there a month later.  I was 
brought up in Riverside in a terraced house with my grandparents and an 
uncle. My brother was 3 years younger than I was. We could not be described 
as well off but my father worked for the Electricity board and my grandfather 
and uncle worked for a coal company.  I know I always felt luckier than some 
of my friends whose fathers were out of work. 
 

Christmas was a magical time for us. Rationing was difficult at festive times 
but my parents saved what they could through the year to have extras at 
Christmas. We had a long garden and my Grandfather kept chickens. My uncle 
kept ferrets and a friend of his allowed him to take them to the farm for 
rabbits. There were also vegetables grown in the garden. 
 

The excitement started months before Christmas, with crafts in school and 
Sunday school. As Christmas approached, we watched as our parents came 
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home from shopping and disappeared upstairs. When the Christmas lights 
came on in Cardiff, we walked into town in the night to see them. The 
Christmas bazaar was another event we looked forward to. David Morgan’s 
and Howells always had a grotto with Santa sitting on his throne, sometimes 
with elves and fairies. Santa would dig into his sack and give a parcel packed 
in festive paper. We weren’t allowed to open it until we got home. This was 
the real start of Christmas. On Christmas Eve, we went to bed early as we 
were told Santa would come quicker if we did.  In the morning, we were 
allowed to look in our stockings, but banned from going downstairs.  We would 
rush into our parent’s room to show them what Santa had left. Usually at the 
toe end there were nuts, money wrapped in paper and if we were lucky, an 
orange or tangerine. I remember waiting at the top of the stairs for my father 
to shout for us to come down. In the lounge there were two chairs, one for 
each of us, with parcels on them. There would be a main present each, maybe 
a doll for me and a sit on fire engine for my brother. There were always 
annuals. The Girl annual for me and the Eagle for my brother. I still have a 
Girl annual with all the crosswords filled in!  Then there would be a painting 
book and a tin of paints, maybe a Magic painting book that only needed water, 
a knitted outfit for my doll and pencils and crayons. Of course, there were 
always socks and gloves and a jumper. We didn’t have a lot, but the whole 
excitement of the time has stayed in my memory. There was no “keeping up 
with the Jones’s” or peer pressures, we were grateful for what we were given. 
 

Then came Christmas lunch with all the family around my grandparent’s big 
kitchen table. Thank goodness I never connected the chickens that were 
served with the ones that ran around in the garden a few days before. 
Vegetables were from the garden and the greengrocer who came along the 
street with his donkey and cart. Pudding was one of the ones my Gran had 
made and steamed in the big boiler in the scullery.  As I write, I can remember 
many other things from my childhood Christmases, perhaps I’ll write a leaflet 
for my grandchildren to read at some time! 
 

I have always brought to our family Christmases the same traditions and my 
sons have carried it on with their children. It saddens me that parents today 
are under pressure to provide their children with the same gifts their friends 
have. Many go into massive debt at Christmas, which takes many months to 
clear. It will be even harder for them this year with many losing their jobs. 
 

May everyone experience God’s peace and know His love this Christmas. 
 
 
 
Christmas Eve – by Margaret Ware 
 

As with almost everything this year, Christmas Eve will not be my (or I suspect 
your) usual manic rush to Christmas Day, it will be a moderate amble into the 
wonder of birth, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.  This short ramble isn’t 
about Christmas Eve present, but a Christmas Eve past, 41 years past, the 
first Christmas Eve Ken, Jenny, Peter and I spent worshipping at St. Andrews. 
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We moved to Wales on 17th January 1978, just after Christmas so had 
attended St. Andrews since the January.  We heard about the 6 o’clock Candle 
service on Christmas Eve so were looking forward very much in taking part. 
  

Jenny was nearly six and Peter four, they both had a bath before we went to 
church so that they could go to bed directly we came home from St. Andrews. 
I was one of those horrible mums who had strict bedtime for them, even on 
Christmas Eve.  Anyway, the church looked beautiful, it always does to me, 
and we sat a row from the front on the right - Ken was profoundly deaf and 
lip read so we had to sit near the front. The service started, the lights switched 
off and the candles were lit, and we started to sing the lovely carols heralding 
our Lord's birth. It was every bit as moving as I’d thought it would be.  
 

I sniffed, sniffed again, looked around as I could smell burning, couldn’t see 
any glows, (remember the lights were out), sniffed again and realised Peter’s 
hair was being singed by the candle.  Peter's beautiful white blond curls had 
a very black patch at the back! Needless to say, our candles were extinguished 
and we made sure that Peter was ok and carried on enjoying the service.  
Although I love candles it taught me a very real lesson in candle safety. 
 

Before I finish, here is a small memory from Christmas Eve a few years later. 
Again it was Peter, sobbing with pain in his ear, so we sent for the doctor (you 
could then), and who should come but Dr. John Crossley.  He was lovely with 
Peter and when I apologised for calling him late on Christmas Eve he said that 
“it wouldn’t be Christmas Eve without a call out to a child, so not to worry" 
 

Take care, stay safe, may your Christmas 
bring you joy in Christ and God's peace in your 
hearts.  
 
 
 
Open Doors update – by Pearl Davies 
 

During these unprecedented times of Covid-19 
and lockdown, we have all had to learn what 
waiting and patience really look like.  Whilst our gatherings during this coming 
festive season may not be the same as previous years, celebrating with 
friends and family will be more important than ever. 
 

In the past 3 months we as a Benefice have raised enough money to support 
at least 7 Syrian families through Christmas and New Year with much needed 
financial aid.  Thank you for your generosity and prayers and as we look to 
2021 may we help to bring comfort and joy through our work with Open Doors 
to those who need it most. 
 

Let us take this opportunity to pray with our persecuted family, who have 
learnt to celebrate in the midst of challenge. 
 

You can continue to give in the usual way via the giving page on our website: 
https://beneficeofeglwysilanandcaerphilly.org.uk/donations/ 
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Life with a computer in Covid times – by Janice Roberts 
 

Christ The King is the end of the Church's Year whilst Advent Sunday marks 
it's beginning so it is a good time to reflect on change. 
 

I have been a standing joke on the PCC for years because of my insistence on 
Hard Copy for all communications. Now of course it's all changed, Martine and 
Ruth Eleri were splitting their sides after one Zoom Service to hear me telling 
Deryn how to control the slides. 
 

However, there are dangers in over confidence with computers, which I 
learned not to my cost but to that of my friends.  If you receive a notification 
from Windows, check the Domain that's the details of the sender at the top 
left hand side, even if it claims to be a security firm beware Windows don't 
send you such things.  If it has poor spelling and grammatical errors do not 
do as I did and click on a link to fill in your email details and password.  It is 
of course a scam. Your friends will be worried by emails saying you are in 
trouble and need help. Thank God the one who was sent out to buy Amazon 
Vouchers for my mythical niece decided to get my phone number from a third 
party and ring to ask if I needed any food shopping as well as the vouchers.  
There is a whole Industry out there preying on the elderly using computers. 
You get a phone call saying your Wifi is going down and to ring a number for 
assistance this will cost you 30p a minute. Don't do it! 
 

You get a phone call to tell you that your computer is being used for 
pornography and you must type in a code to prevent it. Don't do it.  You 
will end up being blackmailed to have the pornography removed, because the 
code you type in has put it there. I was alerted to this because the woman 
who spoke to me became angry when I put the phone down and rang me 
again.  I've never had anyone from an Indian Call Centre be impolite to me 
so I didn't do as she instructed. Mind you it helps if your phone is a landline 
in the Hall and your Computer is too heavy to pick up. 
 

There is a telephone scam about your Gas Bill which invites you to press any 
key for help, again at 30p a minute. 
 

There is a telephone scam about your non-existent Amazon Account being 
automatically renewed again, don't press any number on your phone it's 30p 
a minute. 
 

Computers are wonderful, I go to Zoom Services and Meetings. I've watched 
our Benefice YouTube efforts improve as the months go on. I am a great fan 
of Thought for the Week with Canon Jan from the Cathedral, and of Peter 
Lewis, Martine's husband, on the Diocese of Llandaff YouTube.  The phone 
has been a lifeline to friends and family but all of us are "living on our nerves" 
as my granny used to say and quite easily fall victim to those who make a 
living from preying on us. 
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Jesse Tree ornament templates 
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Christmas Jumpers 
 

Why not spread some Christmas cheer this year through Christmas jumpers? 
Send us photos of you in your favourite Christmas jumper to share with our 
Church family.  Here’s some from previous years: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We wish you all and to all whom you love a 
happy, healthy and most blessed Christmastide. 

 
 
 
 

We are your church.  We are here for all. 


